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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Panoplist. 
REMARKS ON 2 COR. V, 7. 


We walk by faith, not by sight. 


Ix condescension to the darkness of the present state, and the 
feeble apprehensions of men, the Scriptures often speak of the world 
to come, and the preparation for it, in the language of parable. Sub- 
jects far beyond the reach of a finite mind, are brought near by com- 
parison With familiar objects; and while the natural eye looks on the 
sensible representation, the intellectual vision is strengthened, and 
the imagination elevated, to form some suitable conceptions of the 
glories to be revealed hereafter. 

When a long. journey is to be performed, a certain portion of time 
is commonly occupied in making the necessary preparations. The 
arrangements made in the present occupation, as well as those which 
relate to the future, are all directed to the primary object. As the 
hour of departure draws near, the traveller’s mind is more completely 
turncd towards it. The affairs to be left behind are adjusted with 
reference to their final dismission from his thoughts. Instead of in- 
ereasing his incumbrances, he endeavors to throw them aside. His 
desires to accomplish speedily all that remains behind, seem to increase 
as he looks forward. Although the moment of leaving his beloved 
inansion be painful, yet, having once quitted the scene of business 
Which had before engrossed his attentions, he looks before him, casts 
an anxious eye toward the land be is about to enter; he figures to 
himself its condition and aspect, and dwells in imagination on the 
thousand circumstances with which he may be surrounded. Nor are 
these ideal representations so unimportant as might appear to a su- 
perficial observer, ‘The man, who has once begun such an enterprise, 
treads the ground with a firmer step, and reaches forward with live- 
lier courage, from. the support of a vigorous impulse within. An 
entire confidence in the wisdom of a measure, and in the fitness of 
the means for its accomplishment, imparts a kind of unyielding en- 
ergy to the operations of sucha man. Every day gives evidence of 
his principal design in the efficacy of his labors. , 

{n the transition from sin to holiness, one might reasonably expect 
a change of character strongly marked. Professing to renounce 
former pursuits, to love what he once hated, and to abhor the sins, he 
once — d and delighted in, the man who professes to be seeking 
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50 Remarks on 2 Cor. v, 7. Fes, 


a better country, owes it to consistency, and to his own soul, to live 
differently from other men. By his public profession declaring the 
insufficiency of the world to make him happy, he is laid under infinite 
obligations to exhibit in his life the sincerity of his belief, and its 
heavenly influence on his heart. ‘The world to which he is so strongly 
attached should be watched with a jealous eye; and when found 
stealing his affections, its vanity should be remembered, its allure- 
ments banished. When his inclinations are found lingering here, the 
command ‘love not the world,” must be repeated in his ears, and the 


corresponding requirement, “Set your affections on things above.” — 


One of the great impediments to looking forward to a future state 
as our home, is the unreasonable love of this. To make that better 
world the object of all our labors, and the principal concern of life to 
reach it, seems to the senstalist’so hard a service, that he chooses to 
risk the threatened indignation of God, and to hazard the loss of his 
soul, rather than obey a command which thwarts his passions, and 
teaches the duty of keeping them in subjection. 

There is an exceeding beauty in the apostle’s allusion to the office 
and use of faith, in the passage just now recited. The necessity of 
vision in every concern of life, and its unceasing exercise during our 
waking hours, aptly represent the value of faith, as a living and ac- 
tive principle. As the natural world seems to the blind man an uni- 
versal blank, so, in the moral world, the unbeliever sees no beauty nor 
comeliness in the divine perfections, nor in the government of the 
world by the providence of God. Among sensible objects, nothing 
can be done to purpose without the faculty of vision;—so in the 
life of the soul, without the vigorous operation of faith, the steps, like 
those of the blind man, are halting, irregular, and dangerous, An 
occasional use of sight is not enough: no degree of acuteness of the 
faculty can prevent the necessity of its constant employment here- 
after. Upon its loss, the labors of the individual cease; he is led, 
directed, and aided, at the will of others; his pleasures received from 
sensible objects chiefly terminate, and the charms and beauties of cre- 
ation are lost to bim. Idle indeed would be the attempt to describe 
his sufferings. Nothing but the experience of the blind can afford a 
just conception of the extent of the calamity. 

in the Christian’s “walk by faith,” this gift of God performs the 
office of sight in the natural world. Without it, man uses only the 
eye of sense, directs it to wrong objects, and receives from them false 
impressions. Without it, the present state seems the whole of an ex- 
istence, of which it is only the beginning: Neglecting this, man is not 
only a stranger in a strange land, but is without a guide. None on 
earth can conduct him safely through this howling wilderness, beset 
with terrors «of every shape and name;”—he knows not the comforts 
of a hope im heaven, nor the security of having an Almighty Pro- 
tector. Shut bim out from this, and he is thrown in a shattered bark 
on the wide ocean, far from help, from friends and from home; every 
yawning wave threatens his destruction; he trembles before every 
blast of the storm; neither the wild surges foaming around, nor the 
wilder passions of his own bosom, know any respite nor any repose. 
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Contemplating the self-inflicted miseries of man, the anxiety which 
tortures his soul in the fruitless search for happiness below,—c 
the eye over some few of the countless forms in which has 
been supposed to dwell,—without proof of the contrary, it would seem 
highly probable, that, on the proposal of an easy remedy for so much 
suffering, it would be sought universally, and its application be co- 
extensive with the disease for which it performed a never failing cure. 
But, who has not seen, that unnumbered defeats do not terminate the 
mad career in which man pursues the phantom of pleasure? bat while 
his expectations are dashed to the ground, the guilty passions thus 
generated, corrode the breast in which they had their origin, he 
stares wildly around for a new object, which, like all its predecessors, 
is chosen, followed, and lost. Drinking often only to increase his 
thirst at the polluted streams of earthly delight, he scorns to cool his 
parched tongue with the healthful waters of a fountain, which is 
springing up unto everlasting life. Supposing that the shadows before 
him are the.substance of permanent joy, his mortification is unutter- 
able, when he learns that the long-sought object and the promised 
pleasure, are not united; nay, so far from this, he discovers that his 
greatest success has plunged him the deeper in an increasing mass of 
unmingled misery. 

Now in surveying the grave of these ruined hopes, the heart is 
ready to faint, and the great desideraitum is a support extraneous 
from the present world. ‘The soul, touched by a spark from heaven, 
becomes wearied with its fruitless researches here, and seeks something 
on which it may safely rest: something which can transport it across 
the narrow boundaries of time, and give it room to expatiate at lib- 
erty among perfect beings, in a region where sin has no place, and 
suffering is unknown, When the spell that bound the affections to the 
earth is broken, and genuine repentance succeeds, faith has a value 
unknown to all but the possesser of it. A perfect trust. in the prom- 
ises of God; an entire persuasion of the wisdom and goodness of his 
government; an uniform acquiescence in his disposal of all things; a 
resting on him in every season; all this imparts a tranquillity and 
offers a support, to which the man was before a stranger. 

In St. Paul’s definition of faith, in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, 
there is a strength and clearness in the original, which our translation’ 
does not fully preserve. ‘Faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
and the evidence of things not.seen.”” The word here rendered sub- 
stance, signifies also the basis, foundation, or support, on which any 
thing is built, Looking at the, many passages in which the word 
occurs, it will be found, that the inspired writers have always given 
a meaning completely accordant with this. Whenever faith is men- 
tioned, a preeminent importance is assigned it among the graces of 
the Christian, 

Let it be noticed, that the life of a believer is represented as a 
continual advancement, and not as rest at any given point. «We 
walk by faith.” To those who think activity uunecessary, L recom- 
mend an examination of the Bible.on this subject. ‘The terms there 
used, are such as indicate the greatest energy. The,cxpressions of 
“running in a race,” walking in a “narrow way,” a Striving to 


























On the Instruction io be drawn from Adversity. Ferg, 
enter a strait gate,” “fighting a good fight,” &c. all siiow that the 
primitive Christians were commanded to exercise unremitting labors, 
combtining diligence with zeal. . No sluggishness can be tolerated, nor 
any excuse for it offered. They must not only “forget the things 
which are behind,” but “reach forth unto those things which are before,” 
Earnest endeavors must attend every step of the journey. ‘The wik 
derness around them must bear testimony to the ardor of their exep. 
tions. Barren spots, in every part of the desart through which. they 
travel, require the assiduous hand of cultivation. i. 
The consequences of being influenced by principles opposite to 


those of the world, will be discernible. There is a difference in the 


deportment of those who truly walk by faith, and those who do not. 
One whose affections are centered in heaven, will not heat his‘ passions 
in the chase of toys below. If he have substantial hopes of an incor- 
ruptible crown, he cannot eagerly seek the giddy trifles which amuse 
the worshippers of mammon, nor can an appetite easily relish the 
empty husks dealt out to the votaries of pleasure, after having feasted 
on the bread of life. X. 


For the Panoplist. 
ON THE INSTRUCTION TO BE DRAWN FROM ADVERSITY. 


No man sees the departure of his pleasures with indifference. Tlie 
continuance of enjoyment is desired universally,’as much as its be- 
ginning; and so strong is this desire, that not only its frustration 
touches us with gricf, but every prelude to disappointment is unavoid- 
ably painfel. The degree of pain is more or less acate, in propor- 
tion to the delicacy of our sensibilities, and the ardor of affection 
for the fugitive joy. Now, if our anticipations of suffering had only 
a narrow boundary,—if the suffering itself ceased as soon as the 
storm, which swept away our comforts, had passed by, much of the 
surrounding gloom would vanish, our clouded vision would brighter, 
and the lucid ‘intervals between one tempest and another, would be 
more justly called seasons of enjoyment. 

But such is not our condition. Not only the final view of the 
object of our hopes, and the last trembling farewell which falters on 
our lips; not only the early remembrances of the separation, fill us 
with anguish;—but, whatever, at any_time, by association brings back 
the image of long lost joy, opens the fountain of our tears anew. 
Whatever reminds us that our loss is irreparable, gives a permanence 
to affliction which it could not otherwise possess. 

This desire to prolong the duration of our joys, increases by culti- 
vation; and though perbaps most discernible in our bosoms, at tlie 
moment of their escape, it is intense whenever we regret the extreme 
frailty of the past. Its strength is also found in theforebodings of 
ills ‘in prospect. So great disquiet arises from anticipating the ruin 
of earthly delights, that it spoils the enjoyment now in possession; 
antedates the scattered blossoms of the tree, whose buds are just 
beginning to disclose their beauties. The pain attendant on these sad 
presages, does not prevent their recurrence. Lf we seek to escape 
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them by retreating to gayer scenes, they tread closely ‘on our étepa; 
and while memory holds.up the mirror of former days, they constrain 
us to look to the counterpart in the future. | het us not fearto-exam- 
ine our precarious standing en a precipice, whence thousands plange 
into eternity daily, nor to recollect, that the phantoms now) pursued 
will elude our grasp. ; 

‘Though it -is|confessedly wrong to indulge in ‘gloomy forecasts, 
when the occasion calls for vigorous exertion, and the mental energies 
are thereby withdrawn from the field of vigorous labor, nevertheless, 
the consideration of our ‘true state, and the duties of which it-de- 
mands the: performance, is equally consonant with prudence and reli- 
gion. ‘Lo know where we are, and to what we are approaching, it is 
necessary to look over the space we have passed, and to judge of 
future probabilities both from our knowledge of ourselves, and our 


observation of others. 


Life so universally desired, and the extreme dread of dissolution, 
are beth to be turned ito advantage. Death’s oniversal empire, and 
the appalling fears with which it is approached, viewed in connexion, 
establish the fact, so clearly taught in Revelation, that it was origin- 
ally inflicted as a penalty. Few things can be plainer, than that 
a Being of infinite perfection, would not punish a creature entirely 
innocent. As we have:the positive assurance, that the wrath of man 
shall praise God, and that all the evil in the universe shall subserve 
his glory, and be made cenducive, in some way unknown to us, to the 
happiness of those that love him; if we believe the. divine promise, it 
becomes a question worth our attention, in'a world deluged in misery, 
how the calamities of the present condition, and even its termination, 
can be made most subservient to the great design of advancement in 
holiness and conformity to God? 

Let the apparent design of Providence be considered a moment, in 
relation to the memonials of our frailty, which are scattered in our 
path. 

In the physical world, there is a continual reference to its dissolu- 
tion. In the approximation of the planetary. system towards a com- 
mon centre,—in the succession of fading autumn, and the death lke 
aspect of winter, are seen so many harbingers of nature’s 


—*strong convulsions, and her final groan.” 


These seem principally intended for the instruction of man, by tlie 
analogy they bear to his decay and death. In the silence of a 
Winter’s evening, who has not cast an anxious look on the desolated 
face of nature? Who has not pondered ou the resemblance between 
the forlorn visage, which meets him at every turn, and the winter of 
old age? At such times, can he avoid reflecting on the brevity of life, 
the apparent acceleration of the march of time, and considering his 
own preparation for quitting an abode where solid happiness is ‘a 
stranger? In the howling tempest, which scatters alike the beauties 
of the garden and the honors of the grove, is not the spectator com- 
pelled to remember the ravages of death?—casting his fading eye 
backward on the melancholy vale of departed centuries,—and the 
fombs of fergotten generations,—does not imagination’ place him so 
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far beyond the boundaries of time, as to annihilate the trifles with 
which he has been amusing himself and others? If in his heart 
ever dwelt a spark of love to God, will not such reflections, united 
with faith, place him on the top of Pisgah, whence he may view, not 
only the wilderness he has passed, but catch at least a glimpse of the 
promised land? bud 
As far as my observation has extended, I can safely say, that, with 
the exception of those very few who were apparently renewed in'ex- 
treme childhood, I know no instance, in which a soul sought in eartiest 
for a treasure in heaven, till fully persuaded of the emptiness of the 
world; that is, till it had clearly seen the entire impossibility of 
happiness on carth. So numerous are the ties that bind us to earth, and 
so earnestly do we multiply them, that, instead of dissolving our sub- 
lunary attachments, every day finds us more and more fastened here, 
The sinner not only desires no other portion, bat hates to learn that 
there is another. It grieves him tobe told, that his possessions are 
poor, compared with a portion in heaven. Earth and its fictitious 
joys are all that he wishesto know. If God would permit him to live (9 7: 





PR 


in it forever, he would exultin the prospect. Having not the smallest du 
relish for holiness, the presence of a Being in whom this attribute 7 th 
was perfect, would be to his depraved heart intolerable. pr 
Sometimes, in a state of mind like this, a man is so thoroughly | lie 
disheartened at the prospect before him, that, in a sad review of his lo 
blasted expectations, he sinks into a melancholy despondency, from | 
which neither the efforts of friends nor his own courage can arouse th 
him. Happy indeed would he be, did his troubles loosen his hold on re 
temporary possessions, before they shall be torn from his embrace. eae 
But I fear such salutary consequences of earthly suffering are more m 
rare than would be expected. Many are found bending beneath «a | 
load of woes,” who seem never to apply for relief to the Sovereign T 
Restorer, nor to think of the perfect remedy offered in the Gospel. be 
When such application is made in all the humility of true penitence, 7 th 
and the comforts of pardon and peace have filled the achingheart, F§ 2! 


the subsequent character is rendered peculiarly interesting; he may 
afford many a salutary lesson to the young, who indulge in romantic 
visions of futurity, and to all whose expectations arise from erroneous 
views of human life. 

I just now saw a countenance, whose lineaments had been familiar 
to me almost from infancy; but whicl had not once met my eye dur- 
ing a long interval of years. The contrast between the expression 
of a face at thirty, and the same at threescore, is truly affecting. The 
hand of time had rested heavily on my friend, and in the school of ad- 
versity he had received many painful lessons. His.locks were silvered 
with the frost of age, and to him the hoary head seemed indeed ‘a 
crown of glory.” An expression of great firmness mingled with 
vivacity, had formerly indicated the qualities of his mind. ‘This had 
given place to a glow of placid benignity blended with a darker 
coloring of sorrow. 'The eye seemed to tell, that, having often looked 
into the grave, it had become so famitiar with the contemplation of its 
glooms, that it had no more drops to-shed there:—that, having seen 
the dust strewed over all that was mortal of its earthly delights, it 
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had learned to forestal the hour of its being closed on this dari 7 
region, and opened in eternal day. Amongst the indications ab ediens' 
ity and grief combined in the features of my friend, I was 
believe, that if he had mourned deeply, he had aiso been 
and that the same gracious hand, which inflicted the wound, had also 
kindly “‘wiped away his tears.” Indeed, there was no room to doubt, 
that in reviewing the rugged declivities of his journey, he no longer 
wished to tread them again. A readiness to converse on the subject 
of death, and a tone of deep and chastened feeling, with which he 
spoke of the hour of his dismission, declared the wish of the impris- 
oned spirit no more to linger here. Hope in his Savior had deprived 
the last enemy of his terrors. N. P. 









































For the Panoplist. 
PRESENT ENCOURAGING ASPFCT OF THE UNEVANGELIZED PARTS 
OF THE WORLD. 


ve Tue Christian of the present day is often asked, «Why do you in- 
ast dulge so high hopes of the spread of the Gospel? Why do you expect 
te | that the Jew, Mahommedan, and Pagan, will suddenly break over their 
1 prejudices, and exchange their religion four yours? Why do you be- 
ly |e lieve that the present and future generations of Christians are about 
ris to do more for the church than their predecessors?” 
m | To questions like these, he is ready to reply in the first place, that 
Se the unevangelized nations are actually in a more favurable state to 
on receive the Gospel now, than formerly. They are more perplexed 
e, | @ With doubts respecting their own religion. ‘They are better acquainted 
re with Christianity, and less hostile to its interests. 
‘a DD Another propiticus omen is, the extensive prevalence of peace. 
rn The various nations seem to have agreed, almost with one accord, to 
al. beat their weapons of war into implements of husbandry; and while 
e, | » their wealth and population are rapidly increasing, they are enjoying 
t, |» and imparting,more and more,the blessings of science and civilization. 
ay : But neither the present spirit of the unevangelized nations, nor the 
ic extensive prevalence of peace, is so elevating to the hopes of the 
13 Christian, as the present spirit of Christendom. What this spirit is, so 
far as relates to the present case, may be seen from a small collection 
ar | @ of facts. About 90 years ago, the little band of Moravians, scarcely 
Ie 600 in number, began their missiqwary work. Of all the multitudes 
nm | @ then professing the name ef Christ, they only, seem to have felt the 
1e force of his parting injunction, «“Go—preach the Gospel to every ‘ 
J. | creature.” In this grand work, for 70 years, they continued to take 
d the lead of all the Christian world. Within the last 20 years, the 
a church at large has been waking from her slumbers. Instead of 150 
ih [@ missionary laborers, she has now in the field a number not less than 
d 400.—Sixteen years ago, scarcely a single Bible Society of any exten- 
. sive influence, existed. Now, the number publicly known is little 
d short of 1000. Before the establishment of these Societies, little 
ts was done towards translating and printing the Word of Life for the 


barbarous nations. Since then, nearly 50 of these nations have 
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begun to read, in their “own language, the wonderful, works, of God.” 
‘Lo, the, Missionary and, Bible Societies, may be added those for dis. 
seminating in different languages, moral and, religious Tracts, those 
for. the support. of schools among the heathen, and those. for the. more 
complete education of missionaries and. other ministers, of. the Gospel, 
Nearly, all these. Societies, it is to be ebserved, are, of very. recent 
date.—-One more Christian institution remains to be noticed, the infly. 
ence, of which, though at present chiefly domestic, will soon, be. felt 
beyoud|the bounds of Christendom. It is that of Sabbath Schools, 
It. hardly needs be mentioned here, that, in this country, these schools, 
tleugh now so common, in 1815 were scarcely known. In , 
this institution has indeed been longer in operation, yet even there, it 
must be considered as just rising from its infancy. ‘This institution, 
with the ordinary blessing of Divine Providence, promises fully to 
initiate our youth into the principles and duties of Christianity, and 
furnishes. a. sure pledge, that the great work of evangelizing: the 
world, which is advancing under auspices.so favorable in the present 
generation, will not be suffered to languish in the hands of the next, 

It is, not, however, from these passing events, that the unevangeli- 
zed. world has assumed an aspect so encouraging to the Christian. 
He. knows that these events, considered by themselves, partake of all 
the uncertainty which characterizes other human concerns, But he 


regards. them in connexion with the word and purposes of God.. When " 
he takes a retrospect of the moral world, and marks the progress of be 
the late mighty revolution it bas experienced, and when, in his aston- “J ., 
ishment, he opens his Bible, and is met with its numerous plain pre- ra 
dictions, of such, a day. as this, and even of a far brighter day to the m 
church,—he is compelled to say “surely this can be none other than ar 
the work of God. Surely the time to favor Zion, yea the set time, is | gi 
come—when, the heathen shall fear the name of the Lord, and all the ar 
kings of the earth his glory.” , B. its 
ke 
: S p 
For the Panoplist. = a 
ON PUBLIC FESTIVALS. BR 
5 m 
A. verY limited observation of human nature abundantly shows man’s [3 ey 
perversion of the noblest gifts of Providence, and the wisest regula- [4 is 
tions of civil government. Indeed, I know scarcely any other point | 9 th 
of observation, on the character of intelligent beings, in which is de 
given such incontestable evidence of an unholy nature, and enmity to si 
all. goodness, as in the deterioration of the very means of improve- V2 
ment. If a man of extraordinary virtue has, in some instance, pro- si 
vided the instruments for combating vice, and supported many labor- 
ers in, the. noble employment, and encouraged and strengthened them ce 
by his. example,—scarcely has the earth closed over his remains, nt 
before the bulwark which he erected in defence of religion, of morals, of 
in fine, of all that is valuable on earth,—passes into the hands of the S¢ 
enemy. in 
Days rendered famous by some national success, and thence cele- m 
brated from feclings of the most exalted patriotism, perhaps endeared TT 
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by emotions of the purest piety, Wave, eventually, excited Gnly'the 
feverish sensibilities of pride, or stimulated the appetite of’ restless 
ambition. In the seléction of such days” from’ the calendar, ‘and 
marking them with the peculiar testimonial of public celebration, no 
doubt the original design was laudable. The early promoters of 
such observance, intended it to ‘recala tively remembrance of some 
great transaction, and to be a sort of guarantee for the permanence 
of those blessings of which the commemorated event was the origin. 
Quickly the primary design seems to be forgotten; at each successive 
period the solemnities of the occasion seem more and more polluted 
by the mixture of base motives with the first and original one; the 
solemn servicé changes into a mere show for fools to gaze at; both its 
early comeliness and the better feelings it recalled pass away; its 
attendants are vice and degradation, and its close unmingled infamy. 

To maintain a position of this kind, 1 do not hold myself bound to 
follow an institution from its commencement to its complete annihila- 
tion. If i do not see the last faint glimmerings go out in total dark- 
ness, it is enough for the illustration, that each step of the progress 
hitherto, has been a constant advance directly toward the shameful 
consummation. 

To take one or two examples. The memorable day of the nativ- 
ity of Jesus Christ is observed by many Christians as a time of 
rejoicing, and of religious ceremonies. Now, no reasonable man, 
believing in the divine origin of Christianity, could well object to the 
solemn consecration of such a day to religious devotion. He would 
rather say, let your thoughts be entirely withdrawn from the allure- 
ments of the world; and strive to obtain such an ample view of the 
amazing work of redemption, as shall rouse and employ all the ener- 
gies of the soul.’ And if such elevated devotions, as seem adapted to 
an occasion like this, were generally found among the advocates for 
its observance, who would refuse to allow the people, professing to 
keep such an annual jubilee, full credit for sincerity? But however 
pure may have been the intention of those, who first taught the observ- 
ance of Christmas, who does not know that in all the countries of 
Christendom, an immense majority of those, who celebrate the day, 
make it an occasion of indulgence in profane mirth, and of almost 
every species of licentiousness? Instead of contemplating the aston- 
ishing depths of human depravity, which could be reached by no other 
than the God who created the universe; instead of surveying with 
deep contrition the ruins of the fall; and mourning over their own 
sins, the distressing evidences and effects of an unholy heart,—they 
rather imitate the Israelites in the worship of the golden calf. «They 
sit down to eat and drink, and rise up to play.” 

Equally debased are the festivities on some political occasions. The 
celebration of the era of our national independence has become so |. 
notorious for the tumult and dissipation, which it introduces in many 
of our-large towns, that, should tlie scandalous profligacy of those 
seasons Continue, no intelligent lover of his country can long rejoice 
in their observance. ‘The advantage to be gained, by a few decla- 
mations on the science of civil legislation, and the value of liberty, is 
uot to be compared with the prostration of public morals. Most of 
Vou. XVI. 8 
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182 
those, who quit their ordinary occupations to frequent such public 


amusements as festivals present them, are not likely to resume their 
labors in any better temper than they left them. Such men are not 
susceptible of fine feelings, or nice distinctions. They can have no 
higher esteem for the laws, after being permitted to trample them 
under foot. How idle is the opinion, that men are better citizens for 
resorting to public amusements; as if the ruin of morals, and the 
wreck of individual happiness, could furnish materials for la 
broad and deep the foundations of national dignity and grandeur. 

What are called «public days,” are always a serious evil. In a 
numerous population, the evil is incomparably greater than elsewhere, 
If frequent, the minds of the votaries of pleasure are kept in a state 
of continual excitement. They somewhat resemble a man laboring 
with a violent disease, in which the interval between the paroxisins 
is so short, that the system has no opportunity to gather strength for 
the combat; and every periodical return diminishes the powers of life, 
The man falls by little and little, till, in a dreadful convulsion, ex- 
hausted nature yields the contest. 

To a considerate mind, a suflicient objection against the increase of is 
holidays is, the facility thereby given to the profligate to scatter the (9g 5°" 
contagion of their example. In public crowds, abandoned men find Cor 
many objects to entice them, and abundant materials for the employ- © 











ment of base passions: and so long as vice itself has any attractions " 
for a corrupt nature, so long will its example be more readily copied "@. 
than any other. On the other hand, restraints are removed. The | - 
hideous features of iniquity, displayed in its dens of retreat, or in @ Br 
open day, are totally repulsive to all the better feelings of an uncor- rf 7 
rupted mind, The virtuous retire; and a wide range is taken in tho ry 
chosen way of transgressors. ‘The expectation of reforming the | ~ b 
ly vicious, by meeting them at their places of public resort, is vm 
perfectly idle. 7 te 
Since the apostasy, it has been mercifully enjoined on man, that he ie 


should obtain the means of subsistence by laborious anxieties and toil. 
Those temptations, which withdraw him from his employments. should | 7 
be regarded with a jealous eye. Idleness is in itself a great evil; | 
but it becomes incalculably greater by the vices which follow it. An [ vehi 
observation of the conduct of vicious men, presents to indolence a | 
s.rong inducement to mingle in their society, to partake of their ad- | rb 
venturous spirit, and to share in their ill gotten plunder. | 

A traveller, who in any nation should notice the festivities of the 
common people, the time thus spent, and the crimes thence origin- , 
ating, would have a tolerably accurate measure of the condition of 


the public morals. Diseased bodies spread contagion around them; 
and it is only by being removed to a purer air, attended by the health- fat 
ful, and separated from the pestilential atmosphere which communi- Ob 
cated the infection, that any reasonable hope arises of their recovery. fro 
Measures not very unlike these should be pursued for the worse dis- al 
eases of the soul. ay 

id 


—‘man, associated and leagued with man ; 
By regal warrant, or self-join’d by bond ass 
For interest sake, or swarming into clans 
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Like flows belested fheas the red Caw tebihaa saab ation v 
And bundled close to fill some « ¥ dioiett inh 


Fades rely. and by somprenin 
A large collection of intelligent beings, each rejoicing in the unal- 
loyed happiness of all the rest, constitutes a joy tuo pure and perfect 
to be expected on this side the region of endless peace. In a world 
like this, the union of sentiment, and the full concurrence of purpose, 
for the same good, are to be found only among a few,—the “con- 
cordes anime,”? who drink at the same fountain of pure delight, whose 


souls are daily refreshed by the same communications from above, 
and whose spirits are preparing for the same heaven. Z. Y. 
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e, THE MISSOURI QUESTION. 
x. : Editorial. 


of Ix our last number, we invited our readers to the consideration of 
some interesting topics, relating to the great question now before 


" Congress. We proceed, as then proposed, to inquire how far slavery. 
id ; : - 
. may be imputed to the people of the United States as a national sin, 


and a just cause of national reproach. 
d It is to be observed, in the first place, that the existence of slavery 
i in this country, is not of itself absolute proof of national delinquency. 
Hit is indeed proof of gross criminality in the government of the 
| British empire, under whose auspices slavery was introduced more 
af than a century and a half before the American revolution, and by 
ne [a Whose permission a property in slaves was sanctioned during the 
§ whole of that period. At the time when these states became an inde- 
pendent nation, the number of slaves was very great; and any sud- 
i den change in their condition, even if their masters would have con- 
1. |g Sented to it, would probably have been productive of disastrous conse- 
d “#3 quences. An immediate emancipation of slaves, at any subsequent 
|» period, would have been nothing less than giving up the whole south- 
“ J ern country, on the Atlantic, to pillage and massacre. It would 
'@ have brought upon the blacks themselves all the horrors of famine, 
d anarchy, and unrestrained vice. Those of the whites, who might 
~ | have been fortunate enough to escape, would have been driven into 
exile without property, and without any means of obtaining a sub- 
sistence. The country would have been abandoned to utter desolation, 


of So obvious is it, that the emancipation of slaves, in any slave- 
‘ad country, is a very difficult subject, and one which presents many 
h. perplexing alternatives to a conscientious man, that we were not a 
‘i pm little surprised at seeing, in so judicious a work as the Christian 
" Observer, the most vehement reproaches against this country, quoted 
4 from the Edinburgh Review, and approved, because slavery is per- 


initted here for a moment.* ‘The existence of slavery in America, 
iS an atrocious crime, with which no measures can be kept,” says the 
Edinburgh Review. ‘To this declaration the Christian Observer 
assents, and applies it to the British colonies. But is the Christian 


* See Ch, Ob. for February, 1819. p. 111. 
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1 
Observer willing to say, that Jamaica and all the British West Indies, ij 
that the island of Ceylon, and the colony of the Cape of Good Hope, 2 
ought to be instantly given up to rapine, conflagration, and murder? i 
This is said, whether intentionally or not. If it is an atrocious crime a 
that slavery should exist, the slaves of Jamaica should be instantly a 
suffered to go at liberty; and the murder of all the whites, the law. a 
less butchery of a great part of the blacks, and the burning of every 0 
city, village, and plantation, is almost as certain, as if the island e 
were covered with a tide of melted lava. The Editors of the Chris. 4 
tian Observer do not wish for this; but they must know that it would i 
take place, if slavery were suddenly abolished. Besides, this doctrine t! 
was expressly and earnestly disavowed by the friends of the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade; and by these very Editors, unless we mistake, t 
not less earnestly than by others. It was said, by the apologists of 6; 
the Slave ‘l'rade, that the moment this trade was forbidden, the friends d 
of the abolition would propose a sudden emancipation of slaves; ‘ 
which would in fact be neither more nor less than the entire and most e 
terrible destruction of all the British colonies. This allegation was c 
denied by the champions of freedom, and the vindicators of Africa; C 
and it was admitted, that how much soever the existence of slavery i 
was to be deplored, it was an evil which could not be remedied at once, u 
After the American revolution, a majority of the confederated r 
states, and a very great majority of the people, were sincerely and V 
conscientiously opposed to slavery. They saw and admitted its utter | h 


inconsistency with the principles of the Declaration of Independence, | 8 
with the clearest dictates of reason, and the most express decisions of 7 
the Gospel. ‘They could not but be aware, that if «all men are born | 
equal,” it is the grossest injustice that half the human beings in a / 
community should be excluded during life from all possibility of shar. | 
ing in the government; from every privilege of citizenship; from the 
right to property earned by their own labor; from the disposal of 
their own time; from the power of retaining their own wives and 
children; from all the blessings of education; and, in short, that they 
should be at the disposal of another, as really as ships, or horses, or 
swine, sold for his pleasure, tasked for his emolument, punished at F 
his caprice, without law, without a trial, without an advocate, without F 
redress, without hope:—that if it is the duty of all men «to do tof 
others, as they would wish others to do to them,” the question is at 
an end; for no man is willing to become a slave himself, or to have 
his children slaves. Accordingly, measures were speedily taken in 
most of the states, to abolish slavery. ‘This was acting agreeable 
to professions, and so far as a majority of the states were concerned, 
was an honorable renunciation of slavery in the eyes of the world. 
In these states, however, the number of slaves was small; the tempt- 
ation to hold them in bondage was small; and the danger from aboli- 
tion was nothing. In the more southern states the case was very 
different. ‘The number of slaves was great; the danger from sudden 
abolition would have been imminent and appalling; and the temptation 
to hold them in perpetual bondage was strong and overpowering. 
Still Virginia was the first of the American states, (to her honor be it 
spoken, ) that prohibited the importation of slaves. This took place 


an ne ee ee oe | 


as ech et 2 Tt otf. o264lUC Mh! . oo; Ot PTS 









1820. The Missouri Question. 61 


in 1778, thirty years before the prohibition ‘tie aie 





es, on un : itut 
pe, and one hundred and fifty-eight years after the introdaction of slavery 
er? ‘ute ‘bel borders. It was a public testimony of this great state 


against slavery, as wrong in principle and a practical evil; and it was 
a pledge, that she would do, what could safely be done, to mitigate, 
and ultimately to‘abolish it. The other southern states entered vig- 
orously into the business of importing slaves, by the aid of the north- 
ern slave-traders, The fact is supremely disgraceful, as all must 
admit, to the states in which this traffic was permitted, and to the 
individuals from the north, by whom the horrible atrocities of the 
traflic were practised for the sake of gain. 

In the year 1780, the confederated states resolved in Congress, that 
the unappropriated lands, that might be ceded to the United States, 
‘should be disposed of for the common benefit, and be formed into 
distinct republican states.’ In 1787, Congress passed an ordinance, 
«for extending the fundamental principles of civil and religious lib- 


ost erty, which form the basis whereon these republics, their Jaws and 
yas constitutions, are erected.” The sixth article of this ordinance de- 
Ca; clares, «that there shall be neither slavery, nor involuntary servitude, 
ry in the territory north west of the river Ohio’ It was adopted by the 
ce, unanimous voice of the states represented in that Congress, com- 


ted prising all the slave-holding states, except Maryland, whose delegates 
nd F were not present. ‘The transaction was a most important onc, and 
ter 9 highly honorable to all the parties concerned in it. Nine independent 
ce, | states, assembled in Congress, unanimously made an ordinance to 
of 7 exclude slavery from all the territory, not then belonging to the old 
rn | states, and thus did much to secure the freedom, stability and happi- 
pal ness of a large part of the American union. Through all future ages, 
ar- | the inhabitants of Ohio, Indiana, Hlinois, Michigan, and the states 
the f hereafter to be formed between the lakes and the Mississippi, will 
of F bless the memory of the distinguished legislators, by whose wisdom 
nd F and provident care, the great interests of posterity were thus early 
ey consulted. ‘T’o this ordinance all subsequent proceedings of the na- 
or tional and state governments have conformed; and the territory, 
at )@ =which thirty years ago was an entire wilderness, now contains nearly 
out | =a million of freemen, and not a single slave. In thirty years more, 
to} @ it will contain, in all probability, three millions; and, before the end 
at} of the present century, twelve or fifteen millions. 

ve This state of things gives rise to several interesting reficctions. 

in We see how easy it is to accomplish the most important ends, by 
bie giving a right direction to a course of measures, at the beginning. Of 
pd, this consideration, the statesmen of 1787 availed themselves. Though 
Id. they had no conception of the astonishing growth of this western 
t- country in the short period of thirty years, they knew very well, that 
hi- at some future time, great and populous communities would exist 
ry there; and for the security and happiness of these communities, they 
en were determined to provide. But had they busied themselves entirely 
on With the personal and private interests of the day, and left posterity 
1g. to take care of themselves, the settlement of this very country would 
it have been commenced principally by slave-holders. hese settlers, 


ce and their adherents in the old states, would have been clamorous for 
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the right of retaining their slaves, Perhaps if the subject had been 
suffered to lie untouched till the year 1797, only ten years, it would 
then have become impossible to exclude slavery from the infant 


settlements of the territory. A motley population would have arisen 


there; and the omission of early precaution would have been lamented 
with bitter tears, as having let in a remediless curse upon all future 
generations, er: 

From the unanimity of the slave-holding states in adopting this 
measure, we may observe how apt men are to do right, after a full 
and fair developement of a subject, and when no present selfish inter 
clashes with their decision. In the year 1787, the southern states did 
not wish for an outlet for a redundant slave-populatien; and the se 
ment of the north western territory did not appear likely to 
their interests materially in any way. ‘These states were thus left to 
act impartially, without any solicitations of present interest. We 
see what their decision was. Though they all, except Virginia, im- 
ported slaves at this very time, directly from Africa; and tho 
Virginia permitted a domestic slave-trade, and held in bondage an 
immense multitude of human beings, yet they unanimously agreed to 
exclude slavery from the whole territory then belonging to the United 
States in common, for the sake of “extending,” (to use their own 
words,) “the fundamental principles of civil and religious liberty.” 
What a comment is this on the pretexts now used for the permission 
of slavery in the country beyond the Mississippi. 

Of all great questions, which have divided the interests and wishes 
of men, perhaps not another can be mentioned, concerning which a 
right course at the beginning is so important and decisive, as in rela- 
tion to the question of freedom and slavery. The state of Illinois is 
in the same latitude as the contemplated state of Missouri, and sep- 
arated only by ariver. The soil and natural productions and advan- 
tages are similar. Yet the people of Illinois would reject with indig- 
nation a proposal to introduce slavery; while the people of Missouri 
are demanding, not only with importunity, but with violent threats, 
the right, as they call it, of keeping up a domestic slave-trade, and of 
perpetuating the acknowledged curse of slavery. How is this to be 
accounted for? By the simple statement, that slavery was at first 
excluded from Illinois; and the inhabitants are so well aware of the 
evils which they have escaped, that they deem their privileges inval- 
uable in this respect; while Missouri has been seitled, especially of 
late, by slave-holders, carrying their slaves with them, and unable to 
live comfortably in a land of freedom only. This difference of inter- 
ests and wishes will increase in all future times. So it is with the 
people of Pennsylvania and Maryland, of Ohio and Kentucky; and 
so it will be with the inhabitants of the eastern and the western banks 
of the Mississippi. The people of the non-slave-holding states will 
think and speak in terms of high exultation of their own condition, 
compared with that of their neighbors; while the slave-hoiders will 
hewail the evils which they experience, and yet cling to the cause of all 
these evils with the most anxious solicitude. It will be extraordinary 
if human depravity does not show itself in contempt and bitter dis- 
dain on one side, to be repaid with :atense hatred on the other. 
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We return from these reflections to the consideration of what trans- 
pired at the formation of the federal constitution, In this instrument 
no direct mention is made of slavery, or the slave-trade. Such an 
omission is unquestionably'a defect. Had all the members. of the 
American confederacy been willing to do what was plainly right, the 
constitution would have imposed upen Congress the duty of putting 
an immediate stop to the slave-trade, and of enforcing the abolition, 
by the strong arm of the government. Indeed, if all the 
states had been actuated by the most evident principles of justice, they 
would separately, and long before this period, have pronounced the 
entire abolition of so monstrous a traflic. Still it might have been 
proper to give Congress the specific power of effectually securing the 
abolition, by a general law with adequate sanctions. However desira- 
ble it was, that such a provision should be inserted in the constitution, 
it is not a just cause of national reproach that it was omitted. The 
reason is obvious. The parties te the constitution were, previously to 
its ratification, independent states with full sovereignty. The major- 
ity of the states had neither the right, nor the power, of imposing a 
constitution on the minority. It was earnestly wished, that all the 
states should join the union; and, in order to effectuate this object, 
some concessions, and a spirit of compromise, were indispensable, 
The mere omission of any subject, in circumstances like these, can- 
not fix a stigma upon our national character; though it may have 
been occasioned by very reprehensible designs, on the part of some of 
the contracting parties. 

But the coustitution gave Congress the power “to regulate com- 
merce with foreign nations;” and thus implicitly gave the power of 
regulating or prohibiting the slave-trade. ‘Tu guard against this im- 
plication, the slave-importing states insisted upon a clause, which 
would enable them to carry on the slave-trade for twenty years; viz. 
till the year 1808. It is remarkable how delicately this clause is 
worded. It says, «that the migration or importation of such persons, 
as any of the states now existing shall think proper to admit, shall 
not be prohibited by the Congress, prior to the year 1808; but a tax 
or duty may be imposed on such importation, not exceeding ten 
dollars for each person.” ) 

The mere student of politics and history, unacquainted with the 
transactions of the times, would hardly suppose, on reading the 
words just quoted, that they were inserted in a constitution of free 
government, for the sole purpose.of permitting the continuance of the 
slave-trade during the period of twenty years. As the preamble of 
the constitution declares, that it is established by the people of the 
United States for this purpose, among others, namely, “to secure the 
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity,” it would have sounded 
rather harsh to say, in plain and strong language, that a people, 
boasting themselves to be the freest and happiest community on earth, 
should enjoy the privilege of stealing men in Africa for twenty years, 
and of bringing them for sale into this country, where they and their 
“posterity” should be held in hopeless bondage. So gentle language 
was used; but the thing remains the same. It is to be observed, how- 
ever, that this clause did not create.the slave-trade; nor in any sense 
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justify it. The trade was in existence, and had been, for more than q 
century and-a half. It was under the control of separate states, acting 
independently of each other; and it might have been carried on with. 
out limits, so far as then appeared, had not Congress obtained the 
power of prohibiting it, after the expiration of a definite period. Tho 
majority of the Convention might have supposed, that they achieved 
much, when they placed this subject under the ultimate control of the 
nation, We ought to rejoice that they accomplished this, rather than 
reproach them for not insisting on more; when, by doing so, they 
might have defeated the great object for which they were convened, 
We should remember, also, that the enormities of the slave-trade had 
not then been exposed to public view, and of course had not excited 
the public indignation: and that, subsequently to this time, it. required 
a struggle of eighteen years, in the British parliament, to put down 
that horrible complication of fraud, pillage, and murder. After 
making every reasonable apology, however, the insisting upon a tem- 
porary continuance of the slave-trade, was a foul stain upon the 
characters of all, how many or few they might be, by whom its con- 
tinuance was urged. It is certainly a most amazing exhibition of 
human weakness, and of human depravity too, that any considerable 
portion of those, who had declared it to the world, as a self-evident 
truth, (appealing to God for the sincerity of their declaration,) that | 
‘call men are created equal,” and ‘have certain unalienable rights, | 
among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,’ should, | 
while these professions are issuing from their lips, demand the priv- — 
-ilege of carrying on a regular traffic in human flesh; a traffic, not | 
only murderous in itself, but the fundamental principle of which is, © 
that a large part of mankind are created to be the slaves of others, © 
and that they have ao rights,—no claim to liberty, or the pursuit of | 
happiness. Welt might Mr. Jefferson say, in relation to the whole | 
subject of slavery, «I tremble for my country, when I reflect that F 
God is just.” ‘ 

After the constitution had gone into operation, Congress availed 
itself of all the power which it possessed. The slave-trade was im- 
mediately taxed; and was prohibited in the year 1808. This was fF 
done as a matter of course; and without any thing resembling that 
struggle, which Great Britain, France, Spain, and Portugal, have 
successively maintained, with a view to perpetuate this mass of crime 
and wretchedness. 

It cannot be denied, that every year’s perseverance in the slave- | 
trade, after the adoption of the constitution especially, bore awful 
testimony against the states, where this trade was tolerated. ‘These 
states onght to have renounced the trade immediately and farever. 
and to have proposed an amendment to the constitution, sv that Con- 
gress should have had the immediate power of enforcing the abolition. 
Every state in which slavery was still permitted, should have exerted 
all its wisdom, benevolence, and patriotism, in mitigating the una- 
voidable evils of its condition; in securing certain privileges to the 
slaves; and in providing for their gradual emancipation. The rule 
of duty should have been, a constant regard to the comfort, safety. 
and happiness of the blacks themselves, with reference to the law ol 
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na God, and the decisions of the final judgment. So far as this rule has 
ng sai departed from, the departure will be found in the end to be folly 
th. and madness. tie Bea e. “Oh Aas 

the On looking at the eagerness of the southern states to retain the 





slave-trade, and their present eagerness to find an outlet for their 
slaves, we are forcibly taught the evils of a short-sighted, temporary, 
partial policy;—a policy, which contravenes the most evident princi- 
ples of justice in compliance with the selfish interests of a few individ- 











ey uals. ‘Chree fourths of the persons, who profited, or attempted to 
ed. profit, by the twenty years slave-trade, have left the world to appear 
ad pefore a God of justice. The few who remain are tottering on the 
ed brink of the grave. But their sin and folly do not perish with them. 


Already, the southern people are filled with terror at the prodigious 
increase of slaves. All future generations will bewail the miserable 
policy, which consulted the feverish avarice and cupidity of a few, at 
the expense of great national interests, and the permanent safety and 
happiness of the whole southern country. 

So it will be hereafter with the people of Missouri. They now 
challenge the privilege of holding slaves, with as mucb ardor as if 
their existence depended upon the question. Within thirty years from 
this time, they will curse the day that a slave was permitted to tread 
their soil. To rid themselves of the evil, if present measures are 
persisted in, will have become, to human view, impossible. 

Since the adoption of the constitution, it has been the duty of Con- 
gress to watch the extension of slavery with a jealous eye, and to 
exert every delegated power in guarding against it. We fear that an 
impartial examination of our history in this respect, will leave the 
impression, that both Congress and the nation have been criminally 
% inattentive to the subject. Nearly at the time, when the constitution 
ole | was adopted, the territory, now forming the state of Tennessee, was 
vat Fe ceded to the United States, on the basis of the ordinance of 1787, 


-@ but with a restriction of that ordinance, so far as to permit the exis- 
ed z ; tence of slavery in the ceded territory. In 1802, the territory, which 
m- | @ has recently been formed into the states of Mississippi and Alabama, 
‘as | ™ was ceded to the United States, on the same basis, and with a similar 
at | @ restriction. Now we very much doubt, whether the nation can be 
ve | @ justified in having accepted these cessions, on such terms. ‘The terri- 
ne | @ tories had then but a small number of inhabitants; and the prohibition 

4 of the increase of slaves, and a declaration that every person, born 
e- | @ there after the date of cession, should be free, would have produced no 
ful injury, and effectuated much good. It will be said, that North Caro- 
3e iina and Georgia, would not have made the cession upon other terms, 
r, ‘than those actually adopted. Be it so. Upon those states only, then, 
n- would have rested the responsibility of filling the whole southern 
yn. country with slaves. ‘The nation at large would not have sanctioned 
ed it, nor have been at all answerable for it. As to the advantage de- 
a- rived to the nationai treasury, from the sale of lands in these territo- 
he ries, itis a very small consideration. The time will come, when the 
ile inillions, produced by the lands of Alabama, will be estimated a poor 
y, compensation for the least swerving from strict principle. 
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Besides, we are not quite sure, that the states of North Caroling 
and Georgia might not have been convinced, that their interests re. 
quired the keeping of slavery within as narrow bounds as possible, 
if these territories had been early and effectually barred against the 
introduction of slavery, there would have been less demand for im- 
ported slaves in the Atlantic states: of course, there would have been 
tewer slaves brought into the country. If the southern Atlantic 
states had a numerous white population, without any mixture of 
slaves, on their western border, the danger of a servile insurrection 
at any future time, would be greatly diminished. We are inclined to 
think, that if our rulers had kept their ears open to the complaints of 
Africa;—if they had continually felt the full force of the Declaration 
of independence;—if they had faithfully consulted the New Testament, 
with a real desire to ascertain their duty;—if they had been more em- 
ployed on the great questions, which relate to our country’s destiny, 
and less intent upon the petty contests, and personal interests, of a 
day;—they would not have found it impossible to devise measures, in 
which all the states might have concurred, for the limitation, and ulti- 
mate abolition, of slavery, and the intellectual and moral improve- 
ment of the blacks. 

The next important event, m relation to this subject, was the pur- 
chase of Louisiana. By the third article of the treaty of cession it 
is stipulated, that “the inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be in- 
corporated into the union of the United States, and admitted as soon © 
as possible, according to the principles of the federal constitution, to 
the enjoyment of all the rights, advantages, and immunities, of citi- 
zens of the United States; and, in the mean time, they shall be main- 
tained and protected, in the free enjoymeut of their liberty, property, 
and the religion, which they profess.” — , 

it is contended, that this article secures, to all the future inhabit- | 
ants of the vast country beyond the Mississippi, the right of hold- 
ing persons in bondage, without any power in the general government [ 
to limit, restrain, or prevent, so tremendous an evil. We design not 
to go into the legal argument at length. But it is to our immediate 
purpose to observe, that if this be in fact the meaning of the article, 
our minister, who negociated the treaty, the cabinet which instructed 
him, and the President and Senate, by whom the treaty was ratified, 
have done more to ensure to their memories the reproaches of poster- [ 
ity, than almost any other set of men, within the scope of history. 
‘hey have, by this solemn instrument, erected an eternal barrier 
in favor of unequal rights and oppression, and have entailed the 
curse of perpetual slavery upon a tract of country half as large as 
Europe, and capable of sustaining a hundred millions of people. But 
such never was the meaning of the article; and this enormous mischief 
does not lie at the door of the Senate of 1803;—happy, if it shall not 
be found at the door of the Senate of 1820. 

Should the inquiry be made, how we understand the article, we 
briefiy reply: the clause which stipulates, that the ceded territory 
shall be admitted into the union, “according to the principles of the 

federal constitution,” means simply, that the admission here contem- 
plated shall take place under the direction of Congress, in conformity 
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to the power given to that body by the federal constitution. Doubt-. 
less it is the daty of Congress, so far as the treaty is binding on the 
national legislature, to incorporate into the union parts of the terri- 
tory beyond the Mississippi, at such periods, and on. such terms, as a 
regard to the general good shall dictate. If the general good re- 
quires that slavery shall be forever excluded from the new states, then 
Congress is bound to exclude it. If the phraseology of the treaty— 
«the principles of the federal constitution”—is taken in its largest 
sense, and means those principles of free government, which the fed- 
eral constitution was intended to secure, the language of the treaty 
imperatively requires Congress to probibit slavery in the new states, 
to be formed out of this territory. 

The article further says, that the inhabitants of the ceded territory, 


1820. 





— 
= 


"3 shall be admitted “to the enjoyment of all the rights, advantages, and 
79 immunities of citizens of the United States.” The rights, here re- 
- ferred to, we conceive to be political rights, resulting to the several 
“4 states from the union; such as, an equal representation in the Senate, 


proportionate representation in the House of Representatives, liability 
to none but equal national taxes, and an equal claim on the protection 
and defence to be furnished by the general government. Any other 
construction leads to the greatest absurdities. Thus, for instance, 
the laws of Virginia recognize the right of holding black men in 


ni servitude; and the emigrants to Missouri claim the same right, under 
on F : ‘ , > ; , 

to | this treaty of cession. But the laws of Ohio recognize the right of 
. >@ every man, whether black or white, to the enjoyment of his liberty; 
“ they consider it as a great advantage, as a precious immunity, to be 


@% free from the slightest stain of slavery. Why may not the black 
Ys @ cmigrant to Missouri insist, under the treaty of cession, that he is 
.. | am entitled to the same ‘rights, advantages, and immunities,” as if he 

t+ PS lived in Ohio? 
| The last clause of the article declares, that the inhabitants shall be 


w protected in the enjoyment of their “property.” So far as the word 
ot property applies to this subject, it could comprise no slaves, except 
“ those actually residing in the territory at that time, and belonging to 
of } masters then inhabitants of the territory. 

- i From this brief examination it appears, that Congress had the 


same power to legislate for Louisiana, as for any other territory of 
the United States. It is, therefore, much to be regretted, that the 
'Y: FS importation of slaves into every part of the Louisiana purchase, 
either from abroad, or from the slave-holding states, had not been 


he immediately prohibited; that every person born in that tract of 
* country, subsequently to the date of cession, had not been declared free; 
of and that the ordinance of 1787 had not been extended to this whole 
“si region, with the slight exception of the slaves then actually residing 
” there, It is still more to be regretted, perhaps, that when the state 
of Louisiana was admitted into the union, no conditions were required, 
si with reference to this subject. But in these transactions, the future 
i condition of the country seems to have attracted little notice. When 
Lie Louisiana was admitted, the nation was on the eve of a war with 
Fe Great Britain; and all eyes were directed to that event. Till the 


present question agitated the country, within three months past, the 
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attention of the rising empire of North America has never been 


properly fixed upon the limitation, or the extension of slavery. It is. 


now thes fixed; and the decision soon to take place will do more 
towards forming a national character, than any other single decision 
that can be imagined. Heretofore, as we have seen in this discussion, 
there has been, at a certain period, a perseverance in the slave-trade, 
which admits of no excuse; though the enormities of this trade had 


not then been fully disclosed. But the nation disclaimed it, and ulti. § 


mately abolished it. Subsequently, there has been too much apa 
and negligence in reference to the subject; but hitherto nothing hag 
been done, which can fairly stamp our national character witb the 
opprobrium of having deliberately sanctioned, extended, and attempted 
to perpetuate domestic slavery, and a domestic slave-trade. Possibly 
the vote is now recorded, which shall exhibit the American republic 
to the scorn of Europe and the world, as making hollow professions 
of devotion to liberty and the unalienable rights of man, while riv- 
eling the fetters of oppressed Africa, and spreading her enslaved sons 
over this great continent. 

‘To those persons, who have scruples as to the power of Congress 
to impose a restriction upon new siates, and who would lament the 


increase and extension of slavery, we would address a single consid. | 
eration. ‘There is no doubt that Congress has the power of prohib- | 


iting the migration of slaves into the territories of the United States, 


Let this power be immediately and effectually exercised; and let the | 
territorial governments remain for a few years. We have twenty. | 
two states in the union already: Mame will make the twenty-third, | 
Why should we be in haste to admit more? A very short time, upon ~ 
this plan, would fix the character of the inhabitants of these territo- | 
ries in decided opposition to slavery; and they would of themselves | 


form constitutions of government, by which it should be forever pro- 
scribed. This is morally certain; and it is also certain, that when 
slavery is thoroughly established, slave-holders will never cure the 


evil themselves. Atleast, the history of the world affords no example 
of their doing it. 


There are those, who deny that the introduction of slaves into F 


Missouri is an extension of slavery. This measure does not increase 
the number of slaves, they say; it simply permits a change of resi- [ 


dence. Let us look at the subject a moment. 

Is it not an unquestionable fact, that population increases, accord- 
ing to the means of support, which any country furnishes? and that a 
new country furnishes more abundant means of support than an old 
one? Will any man pretend, that the descendants of the first settlers 
of Connecticut are not more numerous at the present day, than they 
would have been, if they and their ancestors had all been confined 
within the limits of that small state?) Beyond question they are at 
least twice as numerous now, as they would have been, if all emigra- 
tian had been prevented; and within a hundred and fifty years from 
this time, they will be ten times more numerous, than the population 
which Connecticut ever can sustain. Virginia is a great state, and 
capable of: supporting a vast number of people; but, if all the slaves 
in the union, were placed and kept within her limits, they would not 


be one tenth part as numerous a century hence, as they will be, if 
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een PE yread over the southern states, and the country beyond the Missis- 
tis. ple And though the slave-holding’ cc is now Jamentably 
ore arge, the man who votes in favor of making Missourt @ slave-coun- 
ion ry, does in effect vote in favor of doubling or trebling the future 
on, slave population of this great empire. What stupendous results are 
de, o be expected from the present-decision! What an awful responsibility 
1ad Hyests upon those, who are now fixing the destiny of countless millions 
Iti. § yet to be born! ; 

thy ME «Besides, it would in fact be an extension of slavery, and of the 
has evils which accompany it, if slaves were to be carried beyond the 





the HN Mississippi,, while the whole number remained the same. Can this be 
ted doubted? ‘Would it be no extension of slavery, and no accumulation 
bly of its curses, to take 20,000 slaves from Kentucky and hold them in 
lic bondage in Vermont? to transplant 50,000 from Virginia to Massa- 


chusetts; 100,000 from the Carolinas to New York; and as many 
from Georgia to Pennsylvania? Is there a man so biind, as not to see 
the most serious evils resulting from such a proceeding? Would not 
the number of slave-holders be greatly increased? Would there be 


C83 no abatement of the vigor, independence, and industry of our coun< 
the trymen? Would domestic manners suffer no alteration for the worse? 
id. | Further; the extension of the territory, in which slaves are held, 
ib- increases the number of slaves by increasing their value. When the 


price is high, the planter is under every inducement to augment the 
quantity of his saleable stock, by promoting early marriages among 
his slavés, and by every other means in his power. 
Again; the extension of the slave-country, unavoidably increases 
the domestic slave-trade. ‘This is in itself an immeasurable evil. 
Lastly; the opening of Missouri to the introduction of slaves, will 
lead to the unlawful importation of them from Africa, the West 


ro- | Indies, South America, and Mexico. How great will be the number 
en | @ thus introduced, it is not possible for men to foresee; but there is 
he | every reason to belie¢ve, that it will be very great; that the increasing 
ple | wealth of the western country will demand a prodigious supply of 


-@ slaves; that the avarice of slave-traders will furnish this supply at all 
ito | hazards, and in contempt of all law; and that this gigantic wicked- 


ise | | ness, in all its horrid forms, will increase, until the nation is prepared 
si- | @ for the desolating judgments of heaven. 

"3 Insome of the preceding remarks it has been intimated, that slaves 
‘d- | experience oppression at the hands of their masters. We very well 
ta |= know, that our southern brethren feel acutely the least intimation of 
id this sort. We cheerfully admit, that there are many humane, kind, 
Ts anit benevolent persons, among the possessors of slaves; that some 
ey consult not only the temporal, but the spiritual, good of their slaves, 
ed With great solicitude; and that slaves, in the United States, are better 
at treated, than in most other places, where they are found. Bat would 
‘Ae our southern brethren wish to be slaves themselves, even to the kind- 
m fe est and most benevolent masters within their knowledge? Would they 
on consent, that their children should be slaves, even to such masters? 
nd Fi What then shall be said of the grasping miser, and the domestic 
eS tyrant? Does any man love his neighbor as himself, when he wil- 
jot lingly entrusts his neighbor to the unrestrained will of such a master? 


if Fe Are we yet to learn, that unlimited power is always abused by the 
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Hy i depraved children of Adam? Are we required to believe, that a con. 


Ht i stant, all-pervading miracle is wrought, in behalf of the undefended, 
hy et secluded, unheeded descendants of Atrica? We have no inclination tg 
go into particulars; but we owe it to truth and the cause of humanity 
to declare, that the worst accounts of slavery and its consequences, 
that have ever come to our knowledge, have either been the relations 
of facts so public, as to be unquestionable, or have proceeded directly 
from the mouths of respectable slave-holders themselves. We heard 
such a slave-holder observe, with great deliberation and solemnity, 
that when the history of human crimes shall be recited to the aston. 
ished universe, slavery will form the most dreadful chapter, not ex- 
cepting even war. ‘This is a serious subject; and it will be found so 
in the end. 

Let us imagine an intelligent traveller, some fifty years hence, 
passing through the western country. In the states of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Lllinois, he finds a vigoreus, healthy, industrious population; a 
land of cultivated farms, thriving villages, and populous towns, inhab- 
ited by freemen only; an ample domain, tilled in small portions by 
the lords of the soil, abundant in its productions, and almost bound- 
less in its resources. Every individual has the disposal of bis own | 
time, the employment of his own faculties; and is, in short, his own 
master. Here is no hereditary degradation; no exclusion from the 
rights of men, and of citizens. Here is but one code of laws, enacted 
by the common voice, and administered for the common protection. 
The village school is open to every child; and every child learns to | 
read his tsible. The village sanctuary is open to every immortal 
being; and not an individual is restrained from worshipping God, | 
whenever and wherever he thinks proper, according to the dictates of | 
his own Conscience. Here every man goes where he pleases, without | 
suspicion, interrogation, or notice. All feel safe, for all are brethren, | 

Our traveller crosses the Mississippi. Every thing is changed, 
With indications of wealth, and power, and splendor, are intermixed 
tokens of poverty, indolence, and hopeless depression. One half of 
the people are masters, and the other half are slaves. The extensive 
plantation removes the opulent landholder, with his sable retinue, from 
the inspection of the public, and from all responsibility to human 
jaws. Half the people are at their birth excluded from all pussibility 
of sharing in civil or political rights. Their time, their earnings, 
their faculties, their children, their bodies, and, in a very important 
sense, their souls too, are at the disposal of others. The spring of 
industry is broken. Confidence is extinguished. Labor is exacted 
by the dread of punishment alone. ‘Two codes of law are established; 
one for freemen, the other for slaves. It is needless to say, that slaves | 
have no voice in making laws for their own government; laws barba- 
rous in their enactments, inflicting heavy and disgraceful punishments 
for the slightest offences, executed in the most capricious manner, and 
giving very inadequate redress to the injured subject. Here half the 
children are not permitted to learn to read; for by reading they would 
acquire knowledge, and knowledge is power. Knowledge they must 
uot possess; for they would re-print our Declaration of Independence 
in characters of blood. Of course they can never read the Bible, that 
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hoicest gift of the Almighty. Nor can they worship God, except at 

















On. ‘ 

he will of a master. The Gospel was d for, the poor espe- 
ts cially; yet many of these people are de . ; thou ah 
it they are poor indeed. Here suspicion, distrust, and fear, poison all 
4 enjoyment. On the slightest alarm, the whole community is in trep- 
oe | 


:dation, lest an insurrection should be commencing, When the bells 


de give warning of fire, the vigorous part of the free population hasten, 
me not to the fire engines, but to arms, lest the occasion should be seized 


for rapine, murder, and rebellion. Every corporate town is busied, 
in proportion to its exposure, in devising precautions against so hor- 
rible a calamity as a servile war. In one place, it is ordained, that 
no slave shall be taught to read; and that any charitable individual, 
who teaches a slave to read, shall be liable to a disgraceful punishment: 
in another, that slaves shall not meet for public worship, except in 





a certain specified cases: in a third, that no slave shall leave his mas- 
. ter’s enclosure, except with a written permit, which describes the time 
b. of absence, and the distance to which he may go: in a fourth, that no 


slave shall carry a cane in his hands, as he walks the street, on pen- 


Y alty of a public whipping: in a fifth, that no slave shall speak dis¢e- 
wn spectfully to any white man, on penalty of fifteen lashes, to be inflicted 
at the public jail.* 


Our traveller loses all patience. He expostulates with the people, 
on their unequal laws, their heavy punishment of small offences; and 
the general severity of their slave-code. The only reply is: Our blacks 
must be kept under, or we cannot live with them. But, he rejoins, do 
you not lament your unhappy condition? Indeed we do; but our fathers 
entailed the curse of slavery upon us, and how can we escape from it? 
Some few benevolent persons, are endeavoring to find a remedy for us; 
but they are regarded as visionary projectors. The general opinion 
is, that nothing can be done. The traveller returns to the land of 
freedom, with a thankful heart, that there are communities, in which 
equal rights, just laws, and universal industry, secure the people from 
the frightful calamities, which press upon every country filled with 
slaves. 

At the close of these remarks, we cannot but express our serious 
apprehension, that if present measures should be persisted in, the issue 
of slavery on this continent will be more disastrous, than has ever yet 


“4 been imagined. Before the number of slaves in North America shall 
nt amount to twenty millions, bow many plots, and murders, and massa- 
of fam cres, will have taken_ place. How much blood will have been shed 
odd to suppress embryo insurrections. How much vigilance will have 
d; been necessary to prevent them. How many barbarous enactments 
a will have found their place in the slave codes. How much cruel suf- 
4 fering is to be endured by the unhappy blacks; how much agonizing 
ts fear by the more unhappy whites. And the time will probably arrive, 
‘d When some future Spartacns will muster his army of fugitives, or 
- some future Touissaint enthrone himself in the affections of his breth- 
id ren, as the commencement of an intestine convulsion, unparalleled in 
st the annals of this sinful world. The thoughtless may care nothing 
ce _™ These enactments are not the work of imagination: they have actually been established 
at in some of our southern cities. What reason have we to suppose, that they will not be re- 


enacted hereafter at St. Louis and St. Charles? 
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about these predictions. The prejudiced may refuse to look at thegp 
prospects. But enlightened legislators can have. no excuse for neg. 
lecting the wonderful increase of the blacks in our country. = It js 
miserable policy to leave the mischief untouched, till it becomes up. 
manageable. Miracles are not to be expected in our behalf. If wise, 
judicious, public-spirited measures are not speedily adopted for the 
improvement of the blacks, and the gradual abolition of slavery, our 
rulers must go upon the presumption, that the bondage of Africans jg 
to be unlimited and perpetual. But unlimited and perpetual it wil 
not be. ‘Things will not continue as they now are, in this respect, ty 
the end of the world. Black men will at last be free; and if they are 
not freed by kindness, under the direction of wisdom, they will gain 
their liberty by violence, at the instigation of revenge. The duration 
of servitude on this continent will hardly equal, in future, the time 
during which it has existed hitherto. In the year 1620, the first slave 
ship entered the waters of Virginia. At the very time, when the tree 
of liberty was planted on the hills of New England, the seeds of sla. 
very were scattered in the plains of the south. Slavery will not con- 
tinue here two centuries more; perhaps not one. By human agency 
it is to be decided, under the control of Divine Providence, whether 
the emancipation shall be peaceful, or demanded by force. In the 
first event, it cannot be accomplished without great care, toil, anxiety, | 
public-spirit, and many sacrifices; in the latter, the prospect is too | 
awful to be described by the imagination. ‘There is every reason to 7 
fear, that, according to the usual methods of God’s administration, | 
the country must experience signal visitations of retributive justice. | 
Unless the prayers cf the pious, the labors of the philanthropic, the | 
measures of genuine patriotism, and the restraining energies of the ” 
Gospel, conspire to arrest the threatening calamity, its arrival is 7 
morally certain. That such a holy union, as we have just adverted | 
to, may take place; and that it may comprise in its limits the north [ 
and the south, all the friends of God, of their country, and of Africa, 
is our sincere prayer and continual desire.. : 

We should do wrong to take leave of our readers without saying, F 
that there are some topics of consolation, even if the tide of slavery [ 
should roll westward without limits. A great effort has been made to [ 
prevent such a disastrous event; a powerful and united testimony has 
been borne, throughout a large part of our nation, against the exten- 
sion of slavery; reasons have been urged, founded in the eternal § 
principles of justice, and commending themselves to the dispassionate 
judgment, not less than to the feeling heart; the country is awake to 
the dangers of slavery, and, it may be hoped, will not fall into another 
deathlike slumber; all beneficent enterprises, at the present day, ar 
prospered beyond the expectations of their friends; and a great and 
general:sympathy is felt for the blacks, and a deep interest in all 
plans for the improvement of their condition. But most of all should 
we remember, that God sometimes effectuates the deliverance of the 
oppressed and unfriended, in a manner previously never imagined by 
men; that He often averts cvil consequences, when they seem, to bh 
man minds, unavoidable; and that even the wrath of man shall praise 
Llim, and the remainder of wrath Le is able fo restrain, 
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Jan. 11, 1819. Yesterday received a letter from the Rev. R. Carver, a Wes- 
jleyan missionary at Trincomale in answer to one addressed to him, requesting 
him to make inquiries of the officers and passengers of the Liverpool frigate, 
which has just arrived from the Cape, to learn if he could obtain any informa- 
tion respecting our brethren, Warren and Richards. Mr. C. has very kindly 
made diligent inquiries respecting them. He learned from an officer, who came 
passenger in the Liverpool from the Cape, that he was at the Cape “when the 
Regalia arrived from Ceylon, with two American missionaries, whose names he 
there read in the newspaper.” ‘This is very grateful intelligence to us all, in the 
distressing state of uncertainty in which we have been kept alongtime. Al- 
though we learned a few days ago, that the Regalia had arrived at the Cape, 
we did not know till now, that our brethren did not die on the passage. It is 
very strange that we have received no letters from them, as there have been 
several arrivals fram the Cape, since they landed. 

15. Visited my school at Manepy, about four miles distant; found 62 boys 
present belonging to the school. Twenty head-men of the village had also 
assembled to hear me preach. I had previously given notice to the people, that 
I was coming. I preached and prayed with them in their own language, and 
have good reason to think they understood both the sermon and prayers. This 
is a fine parish, and an excellent station for a missionary. The people appear 
more civilized, and have fewer prejudices, than those of any other parish that I 
have visited. Christian David tells me, that when he goes there, many women 
attend to hear him preach. 

Mon. 18. Yesterday attended the sacrament of the Lord’s supper at Tillipally. 

Sad. 24. Few people attended meeting to-day, on account of the harvest. 
They are all busy in their fields securing their crop of rice. I have labored 
much, both by precept and example, to persuade them to observe the Sabbath; 






ns) but as yet have seen little or no truit ef my labors. It is truly painful to the 
pry Christian, to behold a people with one consent ignorant and regardless of the 
te laws of God. 


25. Both the harvest and the sickness, have diminished the numbers of my 
schools. The boys are called away to work, and the parents fear to send them, 
on account of the sickness. Another cause of detaining the boys is, that the 
people are performing many ceremonies at their temples, to avert this dreadful 
disease. There have, as yet, been very few cases of it in Batticotta, but many 
in other villages. ‘ 

Jan. 26. ‘To-day have been called to mourn and rejoice, by the receipt of two 
letters from brother Richards, dated Madras, Jan. 20th. We greatly rejoice 
to hear from brother R., after so long an absence. It was nine months yesterday, 
since they sailed from Columbo for the Cape. We rejoice that the Lord in 
mercy has brought back brother R. so near us. But we arc called to mourn the 
death of our dear brother Warren, who died in the I.ord on the 11th of August 
last. By brother R.’s letter we learn, that he left Cape Town, Nov. 19th, and, 
after a very favorable passage of two months, arrived in Madras roads on the 
morning of the 19th inst. He came in the Ajax, Capt. Clark, and in company 
with two missionaries, Mr. ‘Traveller, and Mr. Sperschneider. Mr. ‘Traveller 
belongs to the London Missionary Society, and is married. Mr. Sperschneider 
Was sent out by the Society for promoting Christian knowledge. The mission- 
‘ries were kind to brother R., aud he had very good accommodations on board 
the ship. He says, ‘“‘my health is better in some respects, than when I left the 
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Cape; in others it remains the same. I am better in some respects, than when 
I left Columbo; but in others, not so well. Ihave not the fever in the day time, 
nor the night sweats, which I had then; but my cough is worse, and I have logt 
the power of speaking loud. My appetite is good, and I have refreshing sleep, 
I am neither very weak, nor very strong.” He had made inquiries for a pas. 
sare to Jaffna, but could find none. 

We had fondly hoped, that a voyage to the Cape and back again would be 
the means, which the Lord would bless for his restoration to health; and that 
he would return with renewed vigor to his work among the heathen. His as. 
sistance is greatly needed here, not only as a_ missionary, but also as a physi- 
cian. But “the Lord seeth not as man seeth.” Thus he sees Gt to try us, and 
to disappoint our fondest expectations. Judging from brother R.’s account of 
bimself, he has not long to continue in this werkt 

It appears by brother R.’s letter, that he sent two long letters from the Cape, 
directed to sister Richards; the first dated Sept. 3d, and the second dated Oct. 
6th, in which he gave us a particular account of brother Warren’s sickness 
and death. Neither of these have yet been received, . 

Feb, 1. By a letter from brother R., dated Madras, Jan. 26th, we learn that 
he was unable to procure a passage to Jaffna by water, and his friends dissuaded 
him from attempting to come by land. He thinks his health is a little better 
than when he landed at Madras. He says, “that you may know something 
about my health and strength, I will inform: you, that last Sabbath morning | 
rode down to the Peftiah, a distance of about two miles, to hear Mr. Loveless 
preach, and in the evening I walked a short distance to hear Mr. Pritchett, and | 
after all was not much fatigued.” He will be obliged to continue at Madras a | 
short time longer, at least. We are very anxious to have him return soon. He © 
experiences much attention from kind friends at Madras. ; 

This day the long expected packets of letters have arrived from the Cape. © 
We have read them with deep interest, and with many tears both of joy and | 


sorrow. They contain brother R.’s journal, from the time he left Columbo for 7 


the Cape, until the 6th of Oct. the date of the last packet. As we shall prob- 
ably soon send a joint letter, giving some account of brother Warren, and par- © 
ticularly of his last sickness and death, also extracts from brother R.’s journal, 7 
it is not thought necessary in this place, to give any further account of the con- © 
tents of these communications. 4 
9. As late as the Ist inst. brother R. could find no passage by water direct to | 
Jaffua. He writes, however, that a pious physician, named Fraser, took a deep [ 
interest in his welfare. One of the Hon. E. India Company’s ships, the Gen. [ 
Hewitt, was about to sail for England, but was to touch on her passage at Co- F 
lumbo. Dr. F. was going to England in her, and through his kind intercession, 
he obtained a passage for brother R. free of expense. This was an unexpected 
actof kindness. We are very sorry that brother R. could not obtain a passage 
direct to Jaffna; but, as this was impossible, we rejoice that he has.a prospect of 
going so soon to Columbo. This is the right season for him to come in a country 
vessel from Columbo to Jaffna. ’ 
12. Yesterday and to-day spent almost my whole time in visiting the sick, and [ 
administering medicine tothem. The epidemic, called the “Sfasmodic Cholera,” F 
has begun its ravages in Batticotta. The nature of this disease, and the rem- 
edies to be applicd, are so plainly pointed out by many medical gentlemen in 
India, who have becn much acquainted. with it, during the last year, that it re- 
quires little medical knowledge, when the means are at hand, to afford relief in 
most cases, when the people apply for assistance in season. But in almost every 
case of vielent attack, unless the most powerful medicines are seasonably ap- 
plied, the patient dies in the course of from ten to twenty hours. When any person 
is attackec, none of the natives except the nearest relatives, will come near him. 
Their nearest neighbors commonly leave their houses and flee; although the dis- 
ease is not accounted contagious by physicians generally. Many of the natives 
think it wrong to use any remedy, for fear of offending the goddess, who inflicts 
the disease. When a person is attacked, he is usually taken by his friends, car- 
ried to the nearest temple, and there prostrated before the idol; thus vainly 
hoping to obtain relief. Surely these deluded people are objects of compassion, 
and much to be pitied and prayed for by Christians, who enjoy so much greater 
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en ‘cht and knowledge. Great cere s have been lately performed by the 
he, a at their temples, and many fices offered in hope of af 1g their 
ost ods. The ringing of bells, beating of « s, and other nts of noise, 
ep a kept up all night; and. this has been. continued ever since. the dis¢ase com- 


menced in Jaffna. So many fowls have been offered in sacrifice, that scarce 
any are now to be bought in the dazars, and the few remaining are sold at four 
or five times the Common price, iy ; 

99. Yesterday received a letter from brother R. at Madras, in which he says, 
“] discovered last evening, that my ancles had begun to swell. My other symp- 
toms do not appear to be getting worse. -My cough is better just now;—I sleep 
well,—have a good appetite, and can walk fifteen minutes in the morning, and 
the same time in the evening.” We are alarmed at his loss of voice, and 
swollen feet. On account of the uncertainty of his life, we have advised sister 
R. to go immediately to Columbo by water, to meet him there. Her case would 
be peculiariy distressing, if, after ten monthg absence, he should die so near 
home, and she not see him. He appears to have relinquished all hope of recov- 
ery. It is our earnest prayer, that he may be permitted, at least, to return to 
Jaffna, and die surrounded by his friends, who will consider it a great mercy 
from God. if even this melancholy satisfaction can be granted them. 


ter 92 Our boxes of books have arrived in Jaffna from Columbo. 
ing 93. Received a letter from the Rev. W. C. I,oveless of Madras, in which he 
g I informs me, that brother R. left Madras in the Gen. Hewitt, for Columbo, on 


the 17th inst. 

24. Yesterday and to-dav attended to nine cases of the Cholera. All my time 
is occupied. I am sometimes obliged to ride a mile and a half out and back 
again, in the heat of the day, on horseback; for I cannot persuade the palan- 
keen bearers to carry me, through fear of the disease. This is considered inju- 


pe. § rious to health, particularly at this season, when the sun is beginning ta be so 
nd & powerful. But I go out of compassion to these poor creatures; and particularly, 
for | as I wish to shew them, that I care for their bodies, as well as for their souls, [ 
»b- wish also to give them an opportunity of comparing the practical tendency of 


the Christian religion with that of the heathens. In many instances they do see 
and confess it.. I always tell them, that it is my religion which teaches me to be 
thus kind to them. In most of the cases in which I have given medicine, it has 
been blessed to their restoration to health. Some of them exhibit considerable 
: gratitade; others none. Though I am so much employed from daylight tili 
ep & darkfas*to leave no time for study, yet I consider my time not unprofitably 


os 
o 


en. : spent.-It gives me many opportunities, in the course of the day, for con- 
0- | versing with a few at a time, under favorable circumstances, about the concerns 
on, : of their souls. They generally hear me with attention while I explain to them, 
ed | 9 in my imperfect Tamul, some of the leading truths of the Gospel. In almost 
ge | ™ every instance, when they have been carried to the temple and prostrated before 
(oi F 7% the idol, they have died. This affords me an excellent opportunity of showing 
try | 9 them the vanity of trusting in gods that have no power to save them. 

i A few days ago, I was called to visit a young man in his last moments, who, 
nd | 9 when in health, had frequently attended my preaching, but always treated the 
1,” | subject of religion with much lightness and apparent unconcern. He was about 
m- | @ twenty-five years of age—possessed of much corporeal vigor, and of a fine ap- 
in | pearance. He had been carried to the temple in the morning, and prostrated 
re- betore the idol. About 5 o’clock P. M. I visited him, but it was too late. The 
in most powerful doses of medicine had little effect. He was in dreadful agony; 
ey would frequently cry to me to save him, and yet through deafness and pain, he 
ap- appeared to comprehend very littie that was said to him. It was truly an 
:0n alarming and affecting spectacle. I endeavored solemnly to warn the by-stand- 
im. ers to prepare for death. What.readered it peculiarly painful was, to hear 
lis- him, even in the agonies of death, utter the language of obscenity—words which 
ves cannot be named by a Christian. 
cts 26. On account of the sickness, and the great ceremonies at the temples for 
ar- some time, my schools have been greatly diminished. T'wo months ago, in my 
ply six schools there were about 300 boys. Now there are not more than 100. J 
on, em have had serious thoughts of discontinuing two or three of the schools for a 


ter short time, till the sickness shall abate. 
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27. This morning sister Richards left Jaffna for Columbo. Should brother R. 
live, they expect to embrace the first opportunity of returning to Jaffna. 

March, 5. The sickness for the present has greatly abated in Batticotta, but 
rages inf other parishes. A few weeks since, it began its ravages in Columbo, » 

Y. By a letter from sister Chater, we learn that brother R. arrived in Columbo 
Feb. 27th, the same day in which Mrs. R. left Jaffna. 

11. Fine showers of rain this week; the first we have had in two months. 

12. My schools begir to revive considerably from the effects of the harvest 
and sickness. 

13. Received a letter from sister R. at Columbo. She arrived there on the 
evening of the 4th inst. after a pleasant passage. She found brother R. quite as 
low as she expected to find him, judging from the accounts we have received of 
his health. They hoped to leave Columbo by the 9th for Jaffna. 

Heard the afflicting intelligence of the death of brother Samuel J. Mills, 
Those who knew him most intimately, will best know how to estimate the loss, 
which the cause of missions has sustained by his untimely death. His brethren 
in heathen lands, well know how much, under God, the missionary Cause in our 
own Country was indebted to him, and will all unite in praying, that the mantle 
of Elijah may rest on some Elisha. . 


P.S, The above, Dear Sir, is an account of some of the most interesting 
things, that have occurred since I sent my former journal. I hope in a few days 
to prepare and send you extracts from brother Richards’s journal kept at the 
Cape. As soon as brother R. returns, we intend to send you a joint letter from | 
all your surviving missionaries in Jaffna. I am happy to add, that, with the | 
exception of our brother Richards, we are all enjoying a comfortable degree of | 
health. My own is very good. Yours very respectfully, in the fellowship of | 
the Gospel. B. C. MEIcs. © 

(To be continued. ) 


LETTER FROM THE MISSIONARIES IN CEYLON TO THE CORRES- | 


PONDING SECRETARY OF THE A. B. C. F. M. 


Jaffna, Ceylon, July 29, 1819. 
Rev. anp Dear Sir, : 

In some of our first communications to you after our arrival in Ceylon, we [ 
had occasion to say much of the goodness and mercy of our Heavenly Father 
towards us, and little, or nothing, of his judgments. Until the commencement 
of the sickness of brother Warren, we experienced an almost uninterrupted [- 
seties of prosperity. But since that time the scene has been changed, ard we | 
have been repeatedly called to drink deep of the cup of affliction. While we F 
mourn under our trials, we would not murmur against Him from whom they 
proceed. Undoubtedly we need them. ‘They are lighter than we deserve. 
Even in trouble, God is near us, and granting us many tokens of his loving 
kindness and tender mercy. 

Judging from our last accounts, you will undoubtedly expect to hear, that 
before this time, brother Richards has gone to his final rest; and you will be 
interested to learn, that this is not the case; but that he is yet spared to us in 
mercy, to be our physician and comforter. God has dealt very gently with our 
dear brother. His life has been continued much beyond the expectations of all 
his friends. With the exception of a few days, his decline, since his return, 
has been so gradual, as to be almost imperceptible to us. He still continues to 
ride out in a palankeen, morning and evening, for exercise, a distance of two 
miles, making eight miles a day. For about a fortnight past, however, he has 
discovered Many symptoms of a dropsy. How long he will be continued with 
us, it is impossible to say. We would not be anmindful of the goodness of God 
in sparing him so long. He is not only able to ride out in a palankeen, but to 
sit up several hours in the course of the day, and converse much with his friends. 
Iie also occasionally walks about the house, eight or ten minutes at a time, 
without assistance. 
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ill probably expect to hear, that the rest of our number enjoy healt! 
gah able to pursue our work Feet’ ser But, alas! how s 
ou, that another of us is taken fron his labors by sickness of — 
‘nd. Brother Poor has been troubled with 2 severe cough for. more than two 
nonths; but we lived in the constant expectation of his amendment. About 
ree weeks ago, however, he began to raise blood, and raised a little at three 
-yeral times. Although we are not confident, yet we have reason to fear, that 
proceeded from his lungs. Since that time, he has wholly laid aside his 
ctive labors, except so far as to continue a general superintendence of the 
tation. By the assistance of Nicholas, a Malabar young man, (of whose qual- 
cations to serve the mission, we have before informed you,) and some of the 
ost forward boys at that station, the schools, preaching, and other missionary 
oncerns, are now so arranged as to proceed with a good degree of regularity. 
This cannot long be the case, without more efficient aid. ‘The object. of sus- 
ending his labors for the present is, that he may use the most probable means 
n his power, for regaining his health. We consider his situation very critical, 
nd have, at least, occasion to fear, that his lungs are considerably affected. 
‘ou will not wonder, dear sir, if, in our present situation, we feel a solicitude 
on this subject. Of four missionaries sent to this district, only one remains in 
health. 
How mysterious are the ways of God! But, though clouds and darkness are 
round about Him, justice and judgment are the habitation of his throne. In 
iew of our present situation, we are forcibly reminded of a passage in our 
public ietter to you, under date of Oct. 16, 1818, during the absence of brother 
Richards. The passage is as follows: ‘We are oftentimes ready to faint and 
be discouraged, in view of the many duties, and important services which de- 
volve upon us. In proportion to our interest for the welfare of our mission, and 
the places we have occupied, we tremble at the thought of either of us being 
laid aside before others come to our assistance.” We have long been anxiously 
waiting for the arrival of more missionaries from America, but hitherto we 
have waited in vain. Our prayers are to the Lord of the harvest, that he 
would speedily send forth more laborers. If then we were readv to faint, what 
shall we say now? A weight of service devolves upon your only missionary 
remaining in health, which he is not able tosupport. We are happy, however, 
to be able to state, that amidst so much sickness as has prevailed among us, 


p brother Meigs’s constitution remains unimpaired; and that, with few exceptions, 


he enjoys uniformly good health. Did we not hope, that other missionaries are 
near us, brother Poor would not think it prudent to continue all the branches of 
missionary service, at the station which he occupies. 

Such, dear Sir, is the present state of your missionaries in Jaffna, as to health. 
You will not be surprised, under present circumstances, that this subject occu- 
pies so prominent a place in this letter. It has for some time occupied much of 
our thoughts, and has been the subject of all our prayers. Did we not know, that 
our Redeemer lives to plead for us at the right hand of God,—that he loves his 
church, and will take care of his own cause in the word, and will accomplish 
all the glorious promises of his word;—that he will raise up instruments for this 


» purpose in his own time;—had we not confidence in this, we should indeed have 


WS cause to faint, and be discouraged. May the Lord grant, that this trial of our 


| faith may not be lost upon us; that we may not grow harder under the chastise - 


ments, with which he is afflicting us for our profit. 

In other respects we rejoice to say, that our missionary stations are in a pros- 
perous Condition. Connected with the station at Tillipally are nine schools, 
containing about 400 boys. About 300 attend daily. In all these schools, Scrip- 
ture tracts are read, and the first rudiments of arithmetic, and of the Christian 
religion, are taught. In the boarding school at that place are 27 boys. Many 
more might have been taken, had it been thought advisable under present cir- 
cumstances. At that station also, five girls are supported in the same way. 
Two or three others are ready to come, as soon as means and accom medations 
‘or their support can be provided. Including those who are boarded there, 
‘0 or 15 girls are taught at that station. ‘lhe prospect respecting a school of 
female children, is pleasing. 

_ In our letter of October Jast, we gave you some account of Franciscus Ma- 
fappa, a young man, who was stationed as a schoolmaster and catechist, at 
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Mallagum, about two miles south of Tillipally. We are now under the neces. 
sity of informing you, that on the 20th of last May he left that place, to accom. 
pany his father, who was aged and infirm, to Columbo. His father was one of the 
native preachers employed by government. He is since dead. But it remains 
doubtful, whether his son will return or not. He was very useful in the situation 
in which he was placed, and his departure must be considered as a loss to the 
mission. 

The congregation on the Sabbath at Tillipally, usually consists of from 100 
to 150 persons. 

Connected with the station at Batticotta, are six schools. The number of 
scholars in them, for a few months past, has been very various. The principal 
cause of this variation has been the prevailing- epidemic, which has raged so 
much throughout the district. Whenever it makes its appearance in the neigh- 
borhood of a school, the school is nearly or quite deserted. Two of them at 
this time are seriously injured from this cause. There are at present, however, 
about 200 boys belonging to these schools. ‘The schools might easily be greatly 
multiplied, but for want of time to superintend them. Three of the nearest 
schools are visited every day by some of the largest boys in the boarding school 
at that station, whe attend very particularly to the children reading the Scrip- 
tures, and reciting their catechisms, &c. The boys in general make good pro- 
gress in their studies. A considerable number of boys, also, from the nearest 
schools, attend public worship on the Sabbath, in the mission house at that 
place, where from 60 to 100 hearers commonly assemble. 

In the boarding school at that place are at present 18 boys, and three others 
on probation. ‘They have not been able to obtain a school of female children; 
but have no doubt of eventually succeeding in this object also. ‘The Lord has 
been graciously pleased to pour out his spirit, in some degree, upon that station, 
and to bless the means of grace there used. A number belonging to the school, 
and two or three not belonging to it, have been, for some time past, the subjects 
of serious impressions. ‘Three young men give, so far as we are able to judge, 
very decided evidence of real friety. The particulars of this pleasing work, 
you will shortly learn from brother Meigs’s journal. Thus, in the midst of all 
our trials and discouragements, God is not leaving us without some tokens of 
his special favor. These few drops of the out-pcurings of God’s Spirit, have 
proved a cordial to our thirsty, fainting souls, and have greatly encouraged and 
strengthened us in our work. Truly, it may be said, that, with respect to the 
eight parishes of which we have partial possession, the harvest is great and the 
jaborers are few. If we had one missionary stationed in each parish. there would 
be labor enough to employ all his strength. In the single parish of Batticotta, 
we are informed, that, before the sickness commenced, there were 1300 fa.rilies. 
Tillipally is nearly as populous. The other parishes probably fall a little short 
of this number. But the smallest is sufficiently large for one missionary to labor 
with advantage. Nothing is commonly gained by attempting to cultivate too 
large a field A small one well cultivated, in our opinion, affords much the 
fairest prospect of success; especially in the commencement of a mission. 

In this point of view, we consider our boarding school for heathen boys and 
girls, as of very great importance. There we may be said, in some measure, to 
reap the fruits of our labors as we proceed. Although we are much pleased 
with our Common scheols, and think they will be a means of doing much good; 
yet they will hardly bear a comparison, in point of probable utility, with our 
boarding schools. From the former we cannot expect to raise up preachers of 
the Gospel, but we do from the latter, and that at no very distant period of time. 
‘This is an object of primaty importance. For, however valuable foreign mis- 
Sionaries may be considered, in establishing and superintending missionary 
stations, yet it is very obvious to all who are acquainted with the subject, that the 
natives of India, and in general, the natives of all unevangelized countries, must 
be converted to Christianity principa:ly by means of preachers raised up from 
among themselves. 

On the subject of moncy, it will not be necessary for us to say much in addition 
to what is stated in a letter from our. Treasurer to Mr. Evarts. You will per- 
ceive by that letter, and the accounts which accompany it, that our expendi- 
tures, during the past year, for various objects, have been large, and that at the 
close of the year, our treasury was in debt for a small sum. 
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On account of the longs of ioe which pe cece m7 occupied 
from Ceylon to America, in receiving supplies of fr 
Se eel it to be very desirable, that money in advance should be ra 
our agents to a considerable amount. Our Calls for money, as d. 
year, may sometimes be very urgent and unexpected, and it is very 
well as expensive, to borrow money in India to any great Ve 
now, however, been under the necessity of making application for permission to 
eraw on Madras, for what money we shall need before our remittances may 
arrive. We expect an answer to our request in a few days. Probably, we 
may be able to inform you of the result of the application before this letter is 
away. 
ewWith ceil esteem we subscribe ourselves your unworthy fellow-laborers ift 
the vineyard of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
James Ricuarps, Benj. C. Metcs, Dantiet Poor. 
Rev. Samuel Worcester, D. D. Secretary of the A. B.C. F. M. 


P. S. Since the foregoing account of brother Richards’s health was written, 
he has declined more rapidly than heretofore. Besides his symptoms of dropsy, 
he feels greater weakness at the lungs, and increase of pain, indicating the 
advance of his disease, and the near approach of that messenger, (to him a 
pleasant one) who will release him from this world of sin, sorrow and suffering, 
and introduce him into a world of perfect holiness and joy. The foregoing 
letter, and the duplicate of it, are probably the last that he will ever sign to you. 


MR. KINGSBURY’S REPORT TO THE SECRETARY AT WAR. 


First annual Report of the Mission School at Elliot, Choctaw Nation, to the 
; autumn of 1819. 


Tuts establishment, which has been formed under the direction of the Ameri- 
can Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, is situated three miles south 
of Yello Busha river, and about thirty miles above its junction with the Yazoo. It 
is 70 or 75 miles west of the Chickasaw Agency, 100 north of the Choctaw 
Agency, and about 145 north west from the Walnut Hills. The land in the 
neighborhood of the mission is not rich; but there is a sufficient quantity suitable 
for cultivation, and a good range for stock. The Yello Busha is navigable in 
high water, for large keel boats, as far up as the establishment. 

I arrived in this country the last of June, 1818, in company with Mr. and 
Mrs. Williams, who had been engaged with me in forming the establishment at 
Brainerd, in the Cherokee Nation. The scite selected for this establishment 
was an entire wilderness, We gave it the name of ELLiot, in honor of the 
Rev. John Elliot, who was a very worthy and successful missionary among the 
Indians in New England. The first tree was felled on the 13th of August, 1818. 
Since my arrival, we have been joined by the following persons, viz. 


Mr. Peter Kanouse, August 1818, N. Jersey, Blacksmith. 

Mr. J. G. Kanouse and wife, Do. Carpenter. 

Mr. Moses Jewell, and wife, N. York, Carpenter and Millwright. 
Mr. A. V. Williams, January, 1819, Do. Laborer. 

Mrs. Kingsbury, February, Massachusetts. 

Miss Chase, N. Hampshire. 

Mr. Isaac Fisk, August, Massachusetts, Blacksmith. 

Mr. William W. Pride, =£=—— N. York, Physician. 








_ All these came out to labor for the benefit of the Indians. Mr. Peter Kanouse, 
in about a month after he arrived, was obliged to return to the north, on account 
of declining health. And in August last, Mr. J.G. Kanouse and wife returned, 
having tarried the length of time for which they considered themselves as engaged. 

Mr. A. V. Williams was attacked with a fever in August, which terminated 


fatally on the 6th of September. He was an excellent young man, and muck 
devoted to the cause. 
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Besides myself and Mrs. K. there are at present four assistant missicnarije; 
and three females at this establishment, who may be considered as permanently 
devoted to the instruction of the Indians. Mr. Williams has the particula; 
charge of the school, and superintends the labor of a part of the boys. Mp, 
Jewell is employed in various mechanical work, and directs the laborers on the 
buildings. Mr. Fisk, besides doing our own smith-work, labors for the natives, 
the profits of which are all appropriated to the support of the school. Mr, 
Pride, besides the medical practice which he has in the family and in the neigh- 
borhood, acts as steward for the establishment. 

It would be trespassing unnecessarily on the time of the Executive, to detajj 
the principal circumstances and difficulties which have attended the progress of 
eur labors. They bave been similar to what must always attend such enter. 
prises in an uncivilized country, far removed from those places, where the com. 
forts and conveniences of life can be obtained. 

Since our arrival, we have been principally occupied in erecting buildings, 
We had not been advised to what extent the Government would aid us in this 
branch of the work, and the Agent had no definite instructions on the subject, 
The price demanded by contractors was so great, that it was thought advisable 
to erect the buildings ourselves, with such help as we could hire. This devolved 
on us much labor, and greatly retarded our other business; but, by the blessing 
of a kind Providence, we have been prospered in our work much beyond our 
expectations, 

Within about 14 months, there have been erected at Elliot seven commodious 
cabins, which are occupied as dwelling houses. A dining room and kitchen 
contiguous, 52 feet by 20, with hewed logs, and a piazza on each side. A school 
house, 36 feet by 24, of hewed logs, and finished on the Lancasterian plan. A 


mill-house, 36. feet by 50. A lumber house and a granary, each 18 feet by 20. Ww 
A blacksmith’s shop, stable, and three other out-houses. All these are nearly u: 
completed. 

Qn the plantation between 30 and 40 acres have been cleared and fenced, and th 
between 20 and 30 have been cultivated, which have produced a considerable t} 
quantity of corn, potatoes, beans, peas, &c. Besides the above, considerable time e 
has been spent in cutting roads in different directions, and constructing several B 
small bridges, which were necessary for transporting articles with a waggon. d 

The stock at present belonging to the mission, consists of seven horses, ten e} 
steers, 75 cows, 75 calves and young cattle, and about 30 swine. Of the above, rr 
54 cows and calves, and six steers and young cattle, have been presented by fi 
people in this country for the benefit of the school. te 

There is no private property attached to the mission. All is sacredly devoted iN 
to the various purposes of Indian instruction. 5 

Urged by the importunity of the natives, the school was commenced under a 
many disadvantages in April last, with ten scholars. As accommodations and 
means of support have increased, the school has been enlarged, and there are ‘| 
at present 54 scholars who attend regulariy; 41 males and 13 females. All e 
these board in our family. They are of different ages, from six years to nine- i 


teen and twenty; and of various complexions, from full blooded Choctaws to S 
those apparently white. “wenty-six could not speak our language when they 
came. ‘Twelve cr fourteen more schclars are expected to join the school soon. if 


The whole number in our family, including missionaries, scholars, laborers, and a 

domestics, is seventy-six. r 
In addition to the common rudiments of cducation, the boys are acquiring a 

b 


practical knowledge of agriculture, in its various branches; and the girls, while 
out of school, are employed under the direction of the female missionaries, in 
different departments of domestic labor. We have also a full blooded Choctaw 
lad, learning the blacksmith’s trade, and another now in schaol wishes to engage 
in the same employment, so soon as there is opportunity. All the children are 
placed entirely under our control; and the most entire satisfaction is expressed, 
as to the manner in which they are treated. 

The school is taught on the Lancasterian plan, and the progress of the children 
has exceeded our most sanguine expectations. Out of 54, thirty began the 
alphabet, and three of these now read in the ‘Pestament, and eight others in 
easy reading lessons. Most of them have inade also considerable progress in 
writing. There have bcen instances of iads i+ or 16 vears old, entirely igno- 
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ries, rant of our language, who have learned the alphabet in three days, and on the 
ntly fourth could read and pronounce syllables. We have never seen any 

ular per of children in any school, who appeared more promising. Since they com- 
Mr, menced, their attention has been constant. No one has left the school, or man- 


‘fested a wish to leave it. a ies 

Want of accommodations, but more particularly of funds, has obliged us to 
refuse many Children who wished to enter the school. If adequate means can 
ye obtained, we design to increase the number of scholars to 80 or 100. 

It is our intention to embrace in their education, that practical industry, that 
iiterary, moral, and religious instruction, which may qualify them for useful 
members of society, and for the exercise of those moral principles and that 
genuine piety, which form the basis of true happiness. 

The moral and religious instruction, which we have communicated to the 
adults, has been very limited, for want of interpreters. A considerable number 





























ngs, of those who could understand, and some others, have attended public worship. - 
this And it is evident, that a favorable impression has been made on the minds ef 
ect, some, and the state of morals, in a small degree, improved. Our great hope is, 
ible from the habits which may be formed by the young, and the principles which 
ved we may instil into their minds. 
sing The expenditures of this mission, including the outfit and travelling expenses 
our of the missionaries, and exclusive of their services, (which have all been gratu- 
itous,)—have been more than $9,000 dollars. About 2,000 dollars of this have 
out been on account of buildings. A part of this last sum has been refunded by the 
hen U. States; and bills for the remainder have been forwarded to the Agent. The 
100] balance of 7,000 has been principally drawn from the funds of the American 
A Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. Between two and three thousand 
90. were contributed, under the Agency of said Board, by benevolent individ- 
arly uals in New Qrleans, and Natchez, and their vicinity, expressly for this school. 
It has been our constant endeavor, to impress on the minds of this nation, 
and the advantages of instruction, and the propriety of their contributing towards 
ible [the education of their own children. We are decidedly of opinion, that in 
ime every point of view, it is important that they should learn to help themselves. 
ral By commencing on a liberal and extensive scale for their improvement, we have 
. drawn forth a spirit of liberality, as unexpected as it is encouraging. At a gen- 
ten eral council in August, which by invitation I attended, the natives and white 
ve, men residing in the nation, subscribed 85 cows and calves, and more than $1500 
1 by for the benefit of this school. At a council of the lower town district in Sep- 
tember, they voted unanimously to appropriate $2,000, their proportion of the 
ted money due from the U. States, for the last purchase of land, to the support of a 
school in that district. It has been proposed in this district, to make a similar 
der appropriation for the benefit of this school. 
and These measures show the disposition of the nation, and evince, that under 
are the influence and direction of the Executive, a fund might be established, which 
All eventually would be adequate to the instruction of the nation. We feel a con- 
ne- fidence, that in future treaties with the natives, this subject will, without any 
sto —# suggestions from us, receive that attention, which its importance demands, 
hey ff To bring this people within the pale of civilization, is a great work. The 
ON. ihstruction of the rising generation, is unquestionably the most direct way to 
ani —% advance it. Nothing now is wanting, to put the great mass of children in this 
nation in a course of instruction, but efficient means. 
ga I am not able at present to state the extent of the funds which are, or may 
hile be, appropriated to this establishment. The resources of the American Board 
, in (epend principally on voluntary contributions, and are, of course, variable, It 
aw is probable, that the Treasurer of that Board may forward to the War Depart- 
age ment some particular information on the subject. I would just observe, that in 
are addition to this establishment, the Board have large and expensive missions at 
ed, Bombay, at Ceylon, and in the Cherokee Nation,—a large school establishment 
in Connecticut for heathen children; a large mission recently fitted out for the 
ren Sandwich Islands; and two more will soon embark,—one for the Arkansaw and 
the the other for Palestine. When a distribution is made to these various objects, it is 
5 in expected that the proportion allotted to this establishment will fall far short of 
s in its real wants. 


Vou. XVI. 11 
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It ought also to be understood, that the principal part of the subscription jp, 
this nation, will not be realized in time to relieve our present necessities, The 
‘stock, which in three or four years may be productive, at present hardly pays 
the herdman. Of the money subscribed, §700 were of the annuity, which | 
understand cannot be paid this year, as the amount has been ordered on in goods, 
Nor have we yet had sufficient experience, to enable us to state the extent of 
the aid required for the support of this establishment, the ensuing year. The 
mission is in debt about $1500, and to provide on a scale commensurate with the 
object, and the wishes of the nation, $3,000 would be required in the course of 
the winter, to purchase supplies of provisions and other articles. Much labor 
will be necessary to clear land, and put the plantation in a state to meet the 
wants of so large a family. It will also be necessary, in the course of the next 
summer, to build a dwelling house, for the accommodation of the mission family, 
Those now built will be occupied by the children, when the school is enlarged, 
We have already received assurances, that the ‘same aid will be extended to 
this establishment in erecting the buildings, which was granted to the one in the 
Cherokee nation. And should the state and prospects of the school, and the 
means at the disposal of the Executive, warrant an appropriation towards the 
present expenses, it would be a most seasonable relief; and we pledge ourselves 
to appropriate it agreeably to the benevolent intentions of the Government. It 
may be proper to observe, that the Chickasaws are anxious to have a similar 
establishment made in their nation, and two more are earnestly desired and 
much needed by the Choctaws, For the support of one of them $2,000 annv- 
ally for 17 years, have actually been appropriated by the natives. It is the 
intention of the American Board to commence one or more of these establish- 
ments, so soon as they can command the. means. It is therefore desirable, that 
the one already commenced here, should be completed without delay, and 
placed on a permanent foundation. 


JOURNAL OF THE MISSION AT BRAINERD. 


(Continued from vol. xv, p. 374.) 


tug, 4. 1819. We were greatly surprised this morning, on missing one of the 
scholars, to learn, that he went off the evening before, and had not been seen 
since. This appeared the more strange, as he was very steady in his habits, 
had attained the age of manhood, and might have gone openly at any time. It 
was very painful to think that he had left us in this manner, as he had appeared 
much attached to us, was seriously inclined, and, we had hoped, was savingly 
converted to God. On the most diligent inquiry, we could find no cause for 
this abrupt departure, except that some of the boys had accused him of stealing 
a peach, which, it was said, appeared to hurt his feelings, and had excited a 
fittle warmth, though we could not learn that he had said any thing more to 
his accusers, than that the charge was false, and that he would not do such a 
thing for a thousand peaches. 

About school time in the morning, to cur renewed surprise, he came in with 
a serene and pleasant countenance, and seemed to suppose he could not have 
been missed. On being asked the cause of his absence, he said he did not think 
we should miss him—that his heart got bad when they accused him of stealing 
a peach,—the Good Spirit went away from him, and he had been out to pray 
and seek his God. His very countenance indicated, that his all-night prayer 
had been heard and answered. On being asked, if he had found relief, he 
replied, “Yes.” In the afternoon conference he spoke feelingly of the peace of 
mind he then enjoyed. 

6th. Mr. Alfred Wright, a licensed preacher, on a mission from the South 
Carolina Presbyterian and Congregational Missionary Society, called on us. As 
the next Sabbath was our communion season, we constrained him to Stay and 
preach to our little flock. 

7. Preparatory lecture by Mr. Wright. 

We learn, that the Cherokee, who had the little Osage boy,* did not go to the 
Arkansaw last winter, as was expected, and it is thought probable will not go 


* See Pan. vol. xv. pp. $2: 
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at all. We also learn, that the boy has been sold to a white man, an intruder 
in the nation. Brother Chamberlain, im the tour which he is soon to make im 
that part of the nation, will inquire after the boy. | oft piers Tey 

Subbath 8 Mr. Wright preached, Brother Chamberlain’s infant, called 
Catharine Brown, was baptised, The little of professors, which the 
Lord hath gathered in this wilderness, then su the table of our Lord: 
none absent except-one sister, who was detained at home by a sick child. Love 
to God and his people appears to increase in all the new converts, and our 
souls were fed with living bread.. O' how unworthy are we, who are called 
missionaries, of these abundant mercies. 

9, Our dear brother Wright took an affectionate leave of us this morning, to 

yosecute his mission in East-Tennessee. May the Lord go with him, and bless 
his labors there. : ; 

From the commencement of the school, many parents have fixed on this 
season of the year to take their children home. to visit; it being a time when 
green corn and watermelons are plenty—a sort of feasting time with many 
ainong this people. We therefore thought best to have something like a vacation 
at this time, and give liberty for all the children to visit their friends, if they. 
chose, for three weeks. In consequence of this arrangement, brother Cham- 
berlain appointed a visiting and preaching tour to the western part of the 
pation, travelling down by the Tennessee river. For this purpose he left us to- 
day, expecting to be absent two or three weeks, and to proceed nearly or quite 
to the western line of the Cherokees. Catharine Brown will go with him, as 
far as her father’s house, which is about 100 miles distant. 

It appears that, notwithstanding the general permission to go home, twenty 
or thirty of the children will continue with us, and we expect to keep the school 
regularly for them; as we think it will not do to urge them away, or to suffer 
then to continue here without a regular school. 

19. Raised the barn, which is 36 feet by 40. We were under considerable 
apprehensions, that this building would not be raised without injury to some one; 
as those Who assisted were entirely unacquainted with putting up a frame, and 
most of them had perhaps never seen one of this kind. The workmen them- 
selves had never assisted in framing or raising a barn. In procuring the timber, 
laying off the frame, &c. brother C. assisted as master workman; there being 
n)» mechanic to be found, who understood the business. Our reasons for at- 
tempting a frame, rather than a log barn, under such circumstances, were these: 
a log barn, at thre best, is but a poor thing, and will soon rot down;—we had put 
up so many log buildings on this place, that we should have been obliged to haul 
our logs so far, that a barn of this description would cost nearly as much as a 
framed one. 

The whole came together very well, appears to be a good frame, and was 
put up without injury or accident to any one, except a slight wound in one finger. 

Sat. 20. Brother Butrick, according to previous appointment, made by re- 
quest, went out with the design of preaching tomorrow near the Tennessee 
river, about 15 miles above this place. 

Sabbath, 21. Brother B. returned at evening. The day was very wet and 
uncomfortable; yet about 40 persons assembled, who understand English, and 
gave good attention to the sermon, which is supposed to be the first ever preached 
in that neighborhood. At the request of the people, an appointment was made. 
to meet them again on the fourth Sabbath. 

Aug. 25. Brother Chamberlain, and sister Catharine returned. He found in 
every place a number of whites and half-breeds, who understand English; these. 
were generally disposed to attend preaching. In one instance, where he stopped. 
for the night, without thinking of being able to collect any for religious worship 
and instruction, without his knowledge, information of his arrival was sent out, 
and he was surprised to see people assembling, but knew not the cause, until 
they requestea him to preach to them, saying, they had come in for the purpose 
of hearing him. 

A decent attention to the preaching of the word, was all the encouraging 
appearance he saw in this tour. No serious conviction of sin, and exposedness 
to the wrath of God were discovered, nor any anxious inquiry after the way of 
salvation heard. 
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Brother C. visited two girls, who had been a while at school, and when here 
were under serious impressions and desirous to continue with us, but were taken 
away ‘against their will by their father, a half-breed of some education, who 
has been much anrong the whites. The girls Kad lost their serious impressions, 
and frankly told brother C, that they did not now pray to the Savior, or ming 
any thing about these matters, as their father had forbidden them, That part 
of the country is much infested by lawless whites, who are stealing horses, &c, 
from the Indians. 

Brother C. on his return reported, that he had ascertained the fact, that the 
Osage boy had been sold—that the price was about $20—but he was not able to 
see the boy. " aie 

28. While we were concerting measures with Mr. John Ross and others, to 
rescue the Osage captive, news came, that the man who first bought him, had 
sold him to another white man for $i50. It now appeared, more than ever, 
that a plan was laid to take the boy into perpetual slavery; and no time was to 
be lost in taking measures to counteract the nefarious design. 

Mr. Ross agreed to apply to Mr. Hicks and the U. S. Agent, for directions 
and authority to rescue the boy, wherever he might be found. , 

Sab. Sept. 5. Brother Butrick, according to previous appointment, went ont 
to preach at the house of a white man, who has a Cherokee family, about 10 
miles south of Brainerd. Brother Reece and John Arch, (the young man who 
went out for the night to pray,) went with him. A number assembled, a part 
of whom could understand English and a part could not. Brother Reece inter- 
preted. An appointment was made to preach there again in four weeks. 

Sent. 6. Meeting for business. 

Resolved, that we improve the first opportunity of low water, to clear the 
Creek, to make a more convenient passage for boats bringing up supplies. 
Resolved, that we build another cabin for the boys, as soon as convenient. 

7. Brother Butrick, who has been unwell a day or two, was this day confined 
to his room. 

14, Brother B. rode out in the light waggon a short distance, having been con- 
fined to his room since the 7th. He has had considerable fever, and taken muck 
medicine. We hope he is now in a way soon to recover. 

15. Four boxes from our fellow helpers at the north came to hand safe, and 
in good order. They were brought by way of Baltimore and Knoxville, and 
contained cloth and clothing for us and for the children. 

One was from three sisters in Worcester,Mass.; and one from the Female Soci- 
ety for retrenchment, Reading, Ms. Auxiliary to the A. B.C. F. M. The other 
two boxes contained neither letter nor mark, by which we could know from 
whence they came, only that they were directed first to Baltimore. One of 


them was filled with clothing for children, and contained a letter to Mrs. A.R. 


Gambold, wife of the Rev. John Gambold, from one who was her pupil in 
Pennsylvania; it was written at Windsor, N. Y. but Mrs. G. says there is not a 
word in her letter respecting the box or its contents. The other box contained 
clothing for men, women, and children, with a number of New Testaments. 
Whether a letter, giving an account of these boxes has miscarried, or whether 
it was the design of the donors to keep their charity a secret, we know not; 
but we think it of some importance that notice should be given of articles sent, 
and that we should acknowledge the receipt of them, when they arrive. With- 
out this precaution, valuable articles may, by mere casualty, be stopped by the 
way, never missed, and never found. We have already, in our short experi- 
ence, found special advantage by knowing what was forwarded and on the way 
tous. It might be of service if each box contained a bill of its articles. 

17. Mr. John Ross returned from the Agency, and shewed us a precept 
issued by the Agent in the name of the President of the U. States, authorizing 
him to take the Osage boy wherever found, and place him under our care, until 
further orders from the President. 


Brother Kanouse and wife arrived on their return from Elliot. They have 
had a.prosperous journey thus far. 

23. Father Hoyt, who has had frequent ill turns for several weeks past, was 
this day confined to his bed with considerable fever. We have reason to be 
thankful that brother Butrick has recovered strength so as to be able to go out 
and attend to the business before this confinement. 
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97, Resolved, that the girl called Anna, whose father’s name is John, be 
named Ann hot oe in compliance with the request of a society of ladies in 
ilmington, Vel. bed, dai 7 * dee oe 
Gon si Brother Hall, with two hired men, set out for Tallony, with a view to 
commence buildings there for a local school. He expects to be able to hire more 

help in that neighborhood. | 

10. Mr. Ross brought the Osage boy and placed him under-our care, according 
to the direction of the Agent. He isnot quite so large as the Osage girl, and 
is thought to be under 5 years of age; he is quite active, and appears to have 
a good natural genius—has forgotten his native tongue, and speaks English only, 
except occasionally a Cherokee word. 

Mr. Ross left home with two assistants, in search of this boy, on the 24th of 
September, not knowing where he was. He found him within 15 miles of the 
mouth of the Cahawba, about 250 miles from Brainerd. 

Having ascertained where the boy was, he took the precaution, when near 
the place, to leave his horses behind him, and approached silently on foot. He 
found the boy entirely naked, in-the yard before the house, and took him in his 
arms, before he made his business known to the family. The man disclaimed 
all intentions of keeping the boy in slavery, and wished Mr. Ross to leave him 
4 short time, until they could prepare him some clothes. But he refused to 
leave the boy a moment, or to suffer him to sleep from him a night. 

‘The neighbors told Mr. Ross, that the man said, the boy was a mulatto, and 
that he was born in slavery—that he had said, he was going ina few.days to 
take him to market and sell him. It was also said, that the man had endeav- 
ored to persuade another to join him in this business, stating, that there were a 
number of captives in the Cherokee nation, whom he thonght he could obtain at 
a low price. 

QO when will this highly favored land, called the land of freedom, cease to 
traffic in human blood! 

11th. The Osage boy appears delighted with his new situation. One observ- 

ing to him, that he would find a-father and mother here, he answered with 
cuickness and animation, “Yes, and dread too.” 
' 13. Five boxes of clothing arrived from Knoxville, by way of Baltimore, 
sent, (as appears by letters and bills in them,) 1 from ladies in Woodstock, Ver. 
forwarded May 20; 2d from gentlemen and ladies in Pawlet, Ver. forwarded 
March 6th; Sd from Portland, Maine, forwarded March 27; 4th from Dorcas 
Society in Hawley, Mass. forwarded May 11th; 5th from Hatfield, Mass. con- 
taining some articles from Ashfield and Hadley, forwarded May 3d. We ought 
to be very grateful to God, ‘*who hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and 
compassion on whom he will have compassion,” for putting it into the hearts of 
his children to send from the most remote parts of the United States, these 
seasonable supplies of ready made clothing, to cover these naked children of the 
forest; and in this way to evince the power and excellence of that Gospel, 
which he has commanded to be preached to every creature. ‘To him be all the 
praise; and from Him may every donor receive a munificent reward. Qur best 
thanks, which indeed are but poor, are due to every one of them. 

It is not known to us, that this mode of supplying the mission was early ex- 
pected, or even thought of by any one; but now, we see not how we could wel! 
have proceeded without it. We hope, and trust, that those who have begun to 
afford this help will not become weary of it; and that these donations will be 
enlarged, as the mission increases by the formation of other establishments. 

22. Brother C. Washburn and wife and child arrived, all in good health. By 
the good providence of God, they have had a very quick and prosperous jour- 
ney irom Georgia to us. They left Jackson county on Monday—crossed the 
Chatahoochee into the Cherokee country on Tuesday,—and arrived at Brainerd 
on Friday evening. 

Sabbath 24. Father Hoyt attended public worship for the first time since his 
continement; he has been sick about four weeks. Brother Washburn preached. 
Brother Butrick went out this morning to fulfil our appointment for prgaching: 
at Mr. Rackley’s, 12 or 15 miles above us on the Tennessee. He rode Tenis, 
Washburn’s horse, which died at the place of preaching; the cause unknown. 
_ 27. Rev. Mr. Glenn, preaching as a missionary under the direction of the. 
“ast ‘Tennessee Presbytery, called on us. f 
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28. Mr. Glenn preached in the afternoon. 

29. Mr. Glenn left us to prosecute his mission in Tennessee. We have 
$weet counsel together, had much satisfaction in his visit, and hope the whole 
family have been profited. 

Two of the scholars are sick of the dysentery, others complaining with 
symptoms approaching to it. Lydia Lowry, one of the two, is very sick, we 
think dangerous. It is said many have died in Knoxville and other places, with 
this di-ease. | 

We have reason to be thankful that the Lord is sending so many children of 
this ignorant people to receive instruction from us; and that the parents are 
disposed to leave them with us so great a portion of the time; but we have to 
lament, that the education of many of them is greatly retarded by their fre. 
quent and long visits at home. We have not yet been able to devise any effect. 
ual measures to get the children sufficiently under our control in this respect, 
and perhaps shall never be able, until the parents are more enlightened. We 
think, however, that we are gaining ground. When the childven enter school; 
the parents assent to all we say on this subject, and promise, (perhaps with an 
intention to fulfil,) to comply with all our terms. But their,attachment to their 
children is so strong, and their desire to have them with them so great, that 
most of the parents will devise means to take their children home too fre- 
quently, and then retain them too long. In some instances, where the children 
have been seriously inclined and have manifested a desire to be more Constautly 
with us, they have been detained a long time, or kept away entirely. 

The two girlsaged 15 and 16, mentioned in our journal of June 16, as received 
candidates for baptism, were, not long after that, taken home by their relations 
as on a visit, but have not yet returned. We supposed it would be perfectly 
agreeable to their relations, that they should be trained for, and, if thought 
proper subjects, be admitted to the church of Christ, as had been the case with 
Catharine Brown, and Lydia Lowry; nor has any thing to the contrary ever 
been manifested to us, except that they do not return. Brother Chamberlain 
saw one of them when he was in the lower part of the nation last August. She 
still appeared attached to the Savior, and showed a great desire to get back to 
Brainerd. Her mother, who is a widow, said she would send her back in a 
short time. ‘wo days since, her mother came for the clothing she had left 
here, and said she was going to the Arkansaw with her daughter, to visit some 
relations there, and when she returned she would bring her back to the school, 
‘The other girl none of us have seen since she was taken away. As often as we 
hear from her, the word is, “she is coming back soon.” Whether we shall 
ever see either of them, until we meet at the bar of God, is known only to Him 
“who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will,” and ‘‘who hath his 
way in the deep, and his path in the great waters;” but we are admonished to 
do with our might what our hand findeth to do, not only as our life is short, but 
as we know not how soon those under our instruction will be removed beyond 
our reach forever. | 

Nov. 4. A box arrived containing varions articles from Danbury, Con. and 
adjacent towns. Also one from members of the female Academy at Litchfield, 
Con. containing 26 articles. And one from females in Northampton, (Mass.) 
containing 182 articles, among which was a coat designed for father Hoyt.—By 
what means our unknown sisters could have known how to cut this coat, we 
know not; but it could not have been better fitted to the person for whom it was 
designed, if he had been measured in the tailor’s shop. 

6. Our sister, Lydia Lowry, one of the scholars mentioned as sick on the 
29th ult. has been brought apparently near the grave, but is now in a hopeful 
way to recover. The report of the sickness among our children, probably with 
some exaggeration, has alarmed many of the parents, and they are coming to 
take their children home. ‘The disease has, however, through the mercy of 
God, subsided. Only two have been thought dangerous at any time; all the 
others are now nearly well, and no new cases occur; yet we fear the alarm will 
keep many from the school several weeks. 

The father of John Arch has been with us two or three days. We learn, 
that he came for the express purpose of taking his son home with him, nor 
does it appear that he can be easily turned from his purpose. If it is best for 
him to continue longer in school, the father thinks he can find a school nearer 
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1ome. 

si John. loves hi to please him—he thinks 
the Savior, and is willing to forsake all for his sake. be 

suade his father to stay a few days, to commit his case to 

to make duty plain in due time- ; x 

9, The Rev. Abraham Steiner, of the Society of United Brethren in the 
southern states, made us a friendly visit. He brought an affectionate letter to us 
from the Directors of that Society. ‘They desire, that no sectarian differences 
may be known among the heathen, and propose a reciprocal communion and 
fellowship between their church and ours among this people, and a mutual inter- 
change of members, if any should so alter their residence, as to render such 
a change convenient and expedient. ‘They also desire, that no children dismis- 
sed for bad conduct from one school may be received to the other, except by 
request from the directors of the school from which they are dismissed. __ 

We replied, that these proposals were agreeable to the desires of our Direc- 
tors, so far as we were acquainted with them, and were in perfect accordance 
with our wishes. Mr. Steiner has, for a number of years, been warmly engaged 
for the christianization of this tribe.* nih 

In 1799 he was sent out by the Directors of that Society, to ask permission to 
establish a school in the nation. He pressed the subject with great zeal in the 
national council, backed by the officers of government, but was utterly refused. 

In 1800 he came out again—renewed his application, and was again refused; 
but before the close of the council, two influenual chiefs agreed to patronize the 
school, independently of the national council, and offered a place near the resi- 
dence of ane of them, on land which he had cleared. ‘ The other chiefs did not, 
after this, press their opposition; and shortly after, the mission and school at 
Springplace was commenced, which has continued without suspension, though 
at times with great difficulty, ever since. 

Mr. Steiner says, that no waggon road had ever been cut, or a waggon en- 
tered the nation, till sometime after this. The chief, on whose Jand the mission 
was established, built the first waggon, for which he was severely censured by 
the council, and forbidden the use of such a vehicle. But he did not regard 
their mandate. The objection was, “if you have a waggon, there must be 
waggon roads,—and if waggon roads, the whites will be in amangst us.” Mr 
Steiner has been absent from the nation 16 years. The improvement since that 
time has been, he says, most delightful and astonishing. 

(Zo be continued. ) 


DONATIONS 


TO THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS? 
in January, 1820. 


Acworth, N. H. Hannah Ware, by the Rev. P. Cooke, for ed. hea. chil. in Total 
our own land, . - - - - - $3 00 
Alstead, N. H. Associa. for ed hea. chil. by the Rev. Seth S. Arnold, 16 44 66 85 
Mon. concert, for Sand. Isl. Mission, - - - 3 64 
Amherst, Ms. Fem. Char. Society, by Sally Church, Treasurer 12 00 25 4t 
Andover, Ms. (South parish.) Mon. concert, by the Rev. Mr. Edwards, 30 00 8108 00 
Juven. Fem. Benef. Soc. for a child named Justin Epwarps, 12 00 . 
Fem. Char. Soc by the Rev. J. Edwards, of which half is for the Indians 
in our Own country, . - - - 
Char. Soc. in Phillips’s Academy, for Samuzx Parties, by Mr. Harley 
Goodwin, - : - - - - $000 181 00 
Aquebogue, L Isl. Contrib. as a new year’s gift, at a circular prayer meeting, 6 93 
Ashburnham, Ms. Soc. for ed. hea. chil. in the U. States, by Mr. David 
Cushing, Treasurer, - - - - - 1900 36 80 
Augusta, Me. (N. parish.) For. Miss. Soc. by Maj. M. Lawson, 12 00 
Augusta, N. ¥Y. Owhyhean Soe. composed of young persons, for the For. 
Miss. School, by John Fisk, lreasurer, - - - 12 00 
Baltimore, Juven. Soe. for the For. Miss. School, by Mr J. P. K. Henshaw, 15 00 
Barkhampstead, Con. Fem Benev. Soc. by the Rev. Mr. Clark, 3 72 
Bating Hollows, L. Isl. Contribution on thanksgiving day, for the schools 
at Brainerd and Elliot, by the Rev. L. Thomson, = - $ 58 


6090 170 00 


* See Pan. vol. xiv. p. 340. 
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Bellows’s Falis, Ver. A friend of missions, for the Chapel at Bombay, 20 00 : 


Bethiehem., N. Y. (Orange Co.) Moathly pancett, for, Joun Dam nas; ron, by 
Mr. John Sayre, + 23 17 
Heathen School Society, — J . 
From Individuals, ; « 
Boston. Children of Mr. E. Hunt, 
Mr. J. Gulliver’s charity box, for the school at Sinents 
Charles Baker Adams, for ed. hea children, - 
A subseription by little girls of one cent each a week, for the support of 

a heathen child in Ceylon, to be named Levi Parsons, - 12 00 
Bradford, Ver. Monthly concert, by the Rev. Silas McKean, 26 97 
_ lford, Ms. (ist parish.) Soc. for ed. hea. chil. by Mr. Jesse Kimball, jun. 14 25 

eport, Con. Monthly eqneest for the Chere ateel, by the Rev. 
Waterman, - . 350 00 
Bridgewater, Ms. First and Second Juven, Circles of Industry, by the 
ev. D. Huntington,* - - 1200 
Brimfield, Ms. Fera. Benev. Society, by Mrs. V all, for the Palestine mis. 38 50 
Brunswick, Me. Mon. concert, by the Hon. Jacob ‘Abbot, - 12 14 
Burlington, O. tr -« Co.) For. M. Assoc. by Mr. Cotton Kellogg, Treas. 5 00 
Cambridge, N Mon. concert, for NatHanieL ScuppEr Prime, 2d pay. 
by the Rev. Mr. Prime, - 30 00 
Mrs. Gilmore, by the Rev. Alexander Bullions, remitted by do. 
William Stevenson, Esq. . ° ° . 
€arver, Ms. Heathen’s Friend Soe. - 
Catskill, N. ¥. In a letter with this post-mark, sent to Col. Sherman » New 

Haven, for Sand. Isl. Miss. - 3 

@azenovia, N.Y. Mrs. B. Burnell, for Caarrortre Burwz11, od pay. 12 00 
John Calvin Burnell, premiums received for committing Seripture 
to memory, - . - - - - 73 
A black boy, received for committing Scripture, 25-15 00 
Charlemont, Ms. Fem. Char. Soc. for ed. hea. chil. by Abigail Hawks, Treas. 21 00 
Charlton, Ms. Reading and Char. Assoc. of fem. for the miss. at Brainerd, 4 25 
Cheshire, Con. A friend, for the Cherokee mission, by T. Dwight, Esq. 1 25 
Cilicia, (Bainbridge. ) N. Y. The church and society, by A. Craig, ‘Treas. 
remitted by T. Dwight, Esq. - . : 7 00 
Concord, Ms. S. H. Esq. - - - 5 GO 
Fem. Miss. Mite Soc. for ed. a child in the mission fainily in Ceylon, to 
be named Joun Wuitr, - . . . 
Do. for a child to be named Ezra Rrrexey, and educ. at Brainerd, 
Conway, Ms. Joel Parsons, Esq. for the Cherokee mission, 
Cutchogue, 1. Isl. A contribution, one half for the schools at Brainerd 
and Elliot, and half for missions abroad, by the Rev. L.. Thomson, 
Deerfield, Ms. Assoc. of Ladies, by T. Dwight, Esq. - - 
Dracut, Ms. (W. parish.) Monthly concert for the mission at Elliot, 
Dracut, and Chelmsford, Ms. Fem. Char. Soc. by Prudence Ford, ‘Lreas. 

for a child in Ceylon, to be named Joun Exxior, 
~ ast Guilford, Con. Fem. Cent Society, : - 

airfield, Con. Ladies’ Society, by T. Dwight, Esq. - 

Fai “field, Co. (Western District.) For. Miss. Soc. by Matthew Marvin, 

Esq. Treas. remitted by ‘T'. Dwight. Esq. - - : 
Franklin, Con. Cherokee Miss. Svciety, by William C. Gilman, ~ 
Gloucester, Ms. Children in Martha Wakefield’s school, by the Rev. Dr. 

Worcester, for ed. hea. children, - 


Grafton, Ver. Monthly concert (principally ,) by the Rev. w. Goodell, 
Orphan’s Friend Soc. by Sally ‘Taylor, - 


Great Barrington, Ms. Fem. Char. Soc. by Elizabeth W. Wheeler, shataas 
and F rances Kellogg, Secretary, - 
Groton, Ms. Elizabeth Farnsworth, by Mr. E. Parker, 
Guilford, N. ¥. (Chenango Co.) Fem. Char. Soc. by Mr. J. Sayre, 
Harvard, Ms. A friend, by the Rev. Warren Fay, - 
Haverhill, Ms. Ladies’ Assoc. for ed. hea. chil. by Sarah Gale, 17 50 
a Young Miss Do. for the same object, . 3 47 
— Children in Miss Ayre’s school, . . 76—21 75 
Gentlemen’s Association, by Mr. Caleb B. Le Bosquet, - - 4 00 
ey 3 on Con. (Ripton parish.) Monthly concert, by the Rev. Thomas 
Pund erson, - - : - - 12 00 
A new year’s gift, by a friend of Missions, by the Rev. T. Punderson, 10 00 
Jackson County, Geo. Thomas Espey, by the Rev. Cephas Washburn, 
Jamaica, L, Isl. Juven. Cent Soe. by E. Ww a, Esq. - 
Mrs. Bartlett and Miss Barnum, - 


Avails of work done by young aties of Mrs. Bartlett’ s and Miss Bar- 
num’s school, - 
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1820. Donations to the Am. Board of Com. for For. Mis. 89 
Kingstom Ms. The charity | box of Mr. Nathaniel Cushman, susie 8 : a3: ‘ Total. 
. friends enn. Fem. Hea. Miss. and Sehool See. by * i000 © ag'as 
Spee he purchase of bedd ngs by te WTS | a a 
Knoxville, Ten. Ladies, for the pure .C 
Leb.non, Con. Fem. Cent Society, by Harriet B Wit , Treasurer, ‘32 = 
Lexington, Geo. Mrs. Cobb, by the Rev. Catine Wadia e 
Lyn, . Children in Miss Fife’s school, for Indian children, er | 
Jy old, Ms. Mrs. Hatch, for missions within the U. States, cane ' 100 A 
“Mattituck, L. Isl. Fem. Char. Soe. by the Rev L. Thomson, 7 52 $1 465 
"Middlebury, Ver. Children in salen school, for the mission at Brainerd, 
by Dr. El isha Brewster, 25 69 
Monson, Ms. Charity box kept in the boarding aren of the Academy, for 
the Cherokee mission, - . 110 
Monthly concert, S 18 35 40 
Newbury and Newbu ~ypore, Ms. A omell sosleyy of fem. by Mr.S. Tenney, 24 00 47 00 
— Haven, Con. Several gentlemen, by T. Dwight, Esq. - - 17 00 
\ew Marlborough, Ms. (S. par.) Fem. Cent Soc. by Ruth Canfield, Treas. 7 75 60 39 
“Newton, Ms. (W.t parish ) — eT a by wan Rev. Wiliam Greenough, 9 50 
Individuals in do. - 5 00 rin 
Norridgewock, Me. Monthly imei’. by the Rev. Josiah Peet, - on 00 78 00 
A Juven. Soe. for the educ. of a child in the family of the Rev. B. C. 
Meigs, Ceylon, to be named Jostaa Pert, out of respect to their pastor, 12 00 
Norwich, Con. Cherokee mission Society, by W. C. Gilman, - 34 12 
Pea ham, Ver. Children’s Cent Sooty, by the Rev. L. Worvester, for ed. 
heathen children, - - § 18 
Children in Sabbath schools, ° - 3 35 
Peru, Ms. Monthly concert, by Geor ge M’Elvain, Esq. - - 1000 
Pittsfield, Monthly concert, by the Rev. H. Humphrey, - 8 00 46 00 
Portage County, Ohio. The Grand Jury, for the Cherokee neem, by the 
Rev. Benj. Fenn, remitted by T. Dwight, Esq. - 3 50 
Pownal, Ver. Timothy Wate, Esq. - the Cherokee mission, by the Rev. 
C. Dewe - - 2 00 
Princeton, N. Jer The Rev. Samuel “liller, D D. - - 50 00 
Reading, Con. Fem. Benev. Soc. by Mrs. Coeeaet FERRE e remitted by 
T. Dwight, Esq. - 12 00 42 00 
Rindve, N. UH. Fem. Miss. Soe. by Martha Calhoun, for Sera Parson, 12 00 163 14 
St. Albans, Ver. A friend of missions, for the Amer. Aborigines, 10 00 
St. Johnsbur » Ver. Monthly concert, by J. and L. Clark, 600 117 35 
Somers, N. "A friend of miss. by Mr. N. Whiting for the Sand. Isl. M. 15 00 
Southbridge, Ms. Monthly concert, by the Rev. Jason Park, - 5 20 
Southold, 1.. Isl. Fem. Char. Soc. by the Rev L. Thomson, - 6 00 30 65 
Three little boys, a present for learning their catechism, - 50 
Sterling, Ms. Augustine Holeomb, for the school at Brainerd, 1 00 
Sti catford, Con. Fem Missionary Society, by Miss Rexford, Treasurer, 
remitted by T."Dwight, Esq. - - - 2800 214 05 
Sumner, Me. Individuals, by Simeon Barrett, for the Cherokee mission, 9 00 
Tennessee, State of. From the followi ing persone, by the Rey. C. Kingsbury, viz. 
Col. Gideon Morgan, . $100 00 
Rev. D. A. Shermar, (Knoxville) - - 5 00 
}ames Campbell, James Edington, $5 each, - 10 00 - 
om, Mr. Ramsey, pk Col. F. A. Ramsey, $3, - 7 00 
John Crozier, $5; R. Morgan, $20, 25 00 
J. and W. Parks, $10; Dr. Joseph C. Strong, $9 75, ° 19 75 
A female friend in Roane county, 10 00 
z friend, 37 ets. another do. 38 cents, ° 735 
Col. David Campbell, $5; a lady in Roane county, 45, 10 00—-187 50 
lventon, N. ¥. Contribution in the Rev. Mr. Harrower’s congregation, by 
Mr. James Garrett, - - - - 9 97 
tica, N. ¥Y. From Mr. James Garrett, after preparing for his entrance 
_ Upon the missionary work, and defraying his expenses to Boston, 20 00 
Vassalborough, Me. Mite Soe. for a child to be named, Tuomas ADAMs, 
and educated in the Rev. L. Spaulding’s family, Ceylon, 12 00 40 91 
Valton, (Del. Co. Ist society.) N. Y. Fem, Cent Soe. by = Dwight, Esq. 11 00 65 03 
(2d society.) Fem. Cent Society, by do. ° 12 50 26 50 
_ Rev. Archibald Bassett, ° : - 1 50 
'Vard, Ms. Two young ladies, by the oe Enoch Pond, - 175 
Tf ‘ater ford, Me. Collection at a prayer meeting, by Mr Daniel Chaplin, 9 13 
Villiamstown, Ms. A class of young misses at school, by the Rev. Dr. Moore, 5 00 
+ Vilmington, Ver. Fem. Cent Soc. by Mrs. A. Thompson, : 400 145 54 
Winfield, N.Y. Fem. Char. Soc. by Anna Luce, Secretary, 12 00 41 25 
orcester County, Ms. The Bate. ceattanene > by the Rev. Joseph 
Goffe, Tr easurer, - Qh 83 1,214 56 
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90 Donations to the Am. Board of Com. for For. Miss. 


Jan. 14. A female friend of missions, by T. Dwi Esq. n4 i 
Do. a friend of missions, by Mr. N. Whiting, for the heathen school, 1 
15. A pious lady in the country, by Mr. A.G. Phelps, - . 6 

Totul of donations in January, $ 1,672 08 


Donations in clothing, &c. for the Indian missions have been received from the following 
sources, viz. 

‘Three boxes of clothing for the mission at Elliot, from Catskill, N. Y. transmitted to M, 
John Sayre, bookseller, Wail Street, New York, an Agent of the Board. ; 

A box of clothing for the Cherokee mission, valued at $91, besides a few books, fron 
ladies in Lenox. 

A box of clothing, from the Western Mission Society in Andover, south parish, by Mig 
Eiiza A. Pearson, for the mission at Elliot. . : 

A package, containing 20 garments, for Cherokee children, from the Boston Female A;. 
sistant Society for missions, by Miss Jenkins. 

A box of clothing from the Sabbath Schools in Middlebury, Ver. for the mission x 
Brainerd, forwarded by Jonathan L. Hale. 

A box of clothing from the Female Society in North Bridgewater, Ms. for promoting 
— Rasuledge, for the mission at Brainerd, by Mrs. Mary H. Huntington, valued a 
about v. 

A box of clothing from females in Buckland, Ms. by the Rev. Josiah Spauldings one from 


00 
00 


Heath, Ms by the Rev. Moses Miller; one from Sharon, Ver. and ove from Uxbridge, Ms, § 


N. B. A donation of $1 from Dea. Farwell, of Hopkinton, N. H. by Mr.C. Southworth, was 
accidentally omitted in copying for the press the list of donations in the Panoplist ior Noy. 
last; as was, likewise, a box of clothing &e, for the Sandwich Island mission, from the same 
place, through the hands of Dr. M’Farland to Mr. Southworth, from the list of boxes, &¢, 
published in the Panoplist for December: also books, trom the Rev. E. Smith’s daughters, 

hése omissions occurred, in consequence of the imperfect manner in which the donations 
were described. 

A considerable number of valuable articles were also received from Williamstown, Mass, 
for the Sandwich Island mission; but as they were conveyed with other articles from Pitts. 
field, no distinct mention of them came to our knowledge, till after the publication was made, 

We have lately ascertained, that the donation of §6 45, published as from an unknown 
person, in the Panoplist for December, at the bottom of p. 566, was frum the Ladies’ Asso. 
ciation in Cornish, NH. for the school fund. 

It has been discovered, that several small donations, amounting to $9 50, were men- 
tioned twice in the list, published in the November Panoplist; viz. ander the towns where the 
donor’ lived,—and in the list of unknown donors. This did not affect the sum total, hov- 
ever, which is always ascertained from the Treasurer’s books, and with which the published 
lists always agree, unless some error takes place in copying, which the greatest care does not 
entirely prevent. 

It is to be distinctly understood, that all donations of money to the Board, are published, 
unless some mistake occurs, which is corrected as soon as known; or unless as has happened 
jn a few instances, a delay is requested by the donors themselves. {n the latter case, a 
publication is made after a temporary delay. 

Donations of articles of clothing, &c. are intended to be acknowledged, when they are 
received in boxes, or any considerabie package; but when in a smaller quantity, the room 
cannot be spared for their insertion. 

The donation from Byfield, $30 28, in the Panoplist for November, p. 520, was designed 
for the Sandwich Island mission. 

The donation stated to be trom Wew Berlin, Con. p. 522, should have been published 
New Berlin, N. Y. 

The sum of $100 published as a donation from Mr. Seth Porter, of Cummington, in the 
Panoplist for Nov. p. 520, was a Iegacy of Mrs. Lois Porter, late of that town, deceased. 
Forty-six yards of fulled cloth, accompanying the above donation, have been forwarded to 
the Indian missions. 


Accompanying the donation from Bridgewater, the following note was received, which we 
publish with the hope, that so good an example may be extensively imitated. 


North Bridgewater, Jan. 24th, 1820. 
Dean Sin, 
Tae enclosed sum ($12) is for the heathen school fund. It is from two Societies of young 
females, formed for improvement in religious knowledge, and especially in the art of doing 
good. ‘They meet once a month, and spend an afternoon in braiding straw; the avails o 
which are devoted to missionary purposes. As they cannot conveniently assembie in great 
numbers, or from great distances, there are four societies organized, (distinguished in the 
order of their formation) as the Ist, 2d, 3d, and 4th, ‘Juvenile Circles of Industry.” The 
ist, being formed in a retired part of the parish, is composed of ten members—the 2d, 0 
the centre, has 27—the third, 9—and the 4th, 7. Their ages are from 5 to 14. Each circle 
tukes a copy of a little periodical work, which one member reads at their meetings, while 
the rest pursue their charitable labors.—Thus they seck- their own ‘moral improvement, 
while they promote the best interests of their benighted and destitute fellow creature’, 
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1820. Mission to the Sandwich Islands. 1 


e sum enclosed is from the Ist and 2d circles—the avails of their labor | 
als excepting the expense of the work above referred to, and a few other r us boo 
which are read at the meetings, and circulated in the intervals. x ; me 

{| have been thus particular in mentioning these little establishments—not to give them a 
fancied importance, but in order Lo remind youth in other places, how.easily and how pleas- 
antly they may do something toward the great of *‘converting the world.” I would 
remind Christian parents too, that they eannot employ more ful means for the spiritual 
improvement of their own offspring, than to make them ear/y and practically acquainted 


The following postscript was added to a letter lately received, containing a donation. 

‘You are requested to receive the enclosed ten dollars from one, who has a desire to 
east in a mite to help those, who are doing so much for the upbuilding of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. In looking over the pages of the Pan. and Her for December, my mind was 
deeply impressed with -our responsibility as stewards of God; and | felt that I had been an 
unfaithful steward. When I read in the Report of the Prudential Committee, of the yolun- 
tary offerings made, not only by individuals, but by families, my heart told me, I must not 


hoki back my mite. sis a 
“| believe, if Christians were more generally to take some religious publication, they 


would, from kuowing what others are doing, be more willing to do something themselves. £ 
think the last number of the Pan. [that for Dec.] ought to be in the hands of every Chris- 
tian in our country.” ‘ 


MISSION TO THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


Leiter from the Rev. Hiram Bingham to the Rev. Dr. Worcester. 


Brig Thaddeus, Lat. 2S. Long. 29 W. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 
We are now cheered wich the hope of sending you a line, to tell you how 
graciously the Lord has dealt with us thus far on our way to the “isles of the 
Gentiles.” J say that our kind Redeemer has dealt graciously with us; though 
he has given us, as we have been disposed sometimes to think, our full share of 
affliction. 

We have been tried with contrary winds much of the time; and some of us 
with sea-sickness most of the time since we embarked. I was sick more than 
30 days, though not severely. The Lord provided kindly for me: I was not 
confined to my couch a single day, but was unfit for any business. It was a grief 
to me, that 1 could do so Little for the spiritual good of our dear mission family. 
But still 1 enjoyed an uniform peace of mind, and was enabled to rejoice that 
the Lord reigned, and superintended all our concerns; and that he had blessed 
us with his exceedingly great and precious promises, and allowed us to engage 
in an enterprise, which we trust will result in giving the blessings of civilization 
and Christianity, to a nation now perishing in the darkness and pollution and 
wretchedness of idolatry. God has greatly smiled on my dear wife and on me 
also, by granting her an unusual share of health and contentment. Mrs. Bing- 
ham was but slightly affected with the common complaint, for two or three 
days, since which time, I have every day had occasion to bless God, with ad- 
miring gratitude and joy, for the comfort and aid of such a companion. 

We are all to-day in comfortable health, though brother Ruggles, and Mrs. 
Holman, and Mrs. Loomis, seem not to be permanently relieved from sea-sick- 
hess. A good degree of union and harmony prevails. Our morning and evening 
devotions are uniformly pleasant. We have twice joined with the Churches of 
Christ in the monthly concert of prayer, and found them to be favored seasons, 
We also joined our friends in Massachusetts in observing the annual Thanks- 
giving, in some measure, we hope, according to the proclamation of Gov. 
Brooks, which was read, and made the subject of remark, together with other 
appropriate exercises. 

On the Sabbath, we have a meeting in the forenoon for prayer and singing, 
and for reading and expounding the Scriptures in the cabin; and in the after- 
noon for preaching on deck. I am, in haste, Yours, H. Brncuam. 








92 Charitable Society of Windham County. Fes, 
Perhaps no mission from this country has been more decidedly popular, than 
that avhich sailed in October for the Sandwich Islands. On this account, it is to 
be regretted, that Christians, in every part of our country, had not been suff. 
ciently aware of the necessary expenses of that mission, so that donations fully 
corresponding with these expenses might have been received in season. The 
fact is, however, that but little more that $2,000 in cash have been received spe- 
cifically appropriated to the Sandwich Island mission, while the payments in cash, 
on account of it, have exceeded $10,000. We wish it to be distinctly under. 
stood, that there is ample room for donations to that mission, not only to re. 
place advances, which have been made to it from other funds, but to provide 
for its wants in future. At the return of a year, (which will soon arrive) 
renewed expenses will be necessary to aid our brethren in the isles of the sea. 

All the other objects of the Board of Foreign Missions, demand continual and 
increasing expenses, Since the annual meeting, the Treasurer has paid out 
nearly $10,000 more than has been received, within the same time, in donations; 
and the payments must be continued, or the work must stop. Can the Chris- 
tian public hesitate on this subject? 

To those, who may think the Sandwich Island mission more expensive, than 
they had’ supposed would be necessary, it may be well to state, that the em- 
barkation of the first mission from London, for the Society and Friendly Islands, 
cost, if we remember right, more than $60.000. That mission did not contain 
more than twice the number of persons, who embarked from Boston last Octo- 
ber for the Sandwich Islands. 


CHARITABLE SOCIETY OF WINDHAM COUNTY, (CON.) 


[We have been requested by the Secretary of this Society to publish the following brief. 


account of it.} 


A sociETy of the above denomination, was organized at Pomfret, Con. Dec. 
17th, 1818, by a number of gentlemen, who assembled for that purpose, as dele- 
gates from their respective branch societies. The Rev. Elipnalet Lyman, of 
Woodstock, preached on the occasion, from Mark xvi, 15. The Socicty is com- 
posed of branches; which branches consist of those members who reside in a par- 
ticular parish, or town, or such other limits as are found convenient. The 
branches “have liberty to be represented in all the meetings of the society, by a 
delegation of one from every five members of each branch respectively.” Any 
person who signs the constitution, and pays annually a sum not Jess than one dol- 
lar, is a member of the society; and any person, paying ten dollars at one time, 
becomes a life-member. The men:bers are allowed to designate the object, or 
objects, to which they wish to have their money appropriated. 

The object of this society is to aid any, or all of those benevolent institutions 
in our country, which are calculated to promote the cause of Christ. The 
first annual meeting of the society was held at Westminster, on the first 
Tuesday of June, 1819. 

The following branches were represented, viz. Woodstock, Pomfret, Brook- 
lyn, Westminster, and Thompson. A sermon was delivered by the Rev. James 
Porter, from Joshua, xiii, 1—The officers chosen for the year ensuing were, 
Rev. Eliphalet Lyman, President, Joseph Scarborough, Esq. Mr. Smith Wil- 
kinson, and Rev. Erastus Larned, Vice Presidents, Rev James P. rter, Secretary; 
John H. Payson, Esq. Treasurer; Rev. Messrs. Daniel Dow and Samuel Backus, 
Dea. John Barstow, Capt. Moses Clark, and Dea. Job Williams, Directing 
Committee. The next annual meeting of the Society, will be held at Brooklyn 
on the Ist Tuesday of June, i820, at 2 o’clock in the afternoon. 

At the time of the annual meeting of this Society, there were nearly two 
hundred dollars in the treasury. This sum is devoted to a variety’ of objects, 
such as Foreign Missiows, Domestic Missions, American Bible Society, Connect! 
cut Bible Society, Yale College Education Society, Connecticut Asyium for the 
Deaf and Dumb, &c. &c. This Society is yet in its infancy, and cannot boast of 
great things. It is to be hoped, however, that, under the fostering care of hea’ 
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1820. iw Baltimore Female Mite Society....Graham Society. 93. 


en, its operations will be greatly enlarged and increased, by the formation” of 
branch Societies in all parts of the county, and by the increasing exertion and 
patronage of its present supporters. JamEs PorTER, Secretary. . 


BALTIMORE FEMALE MITE SOCIETY. 


[ux third annual Report of this Society, was published in the Baltimore Morning 
Chronicle, of the 17th ult. with the following remarks by the editor of that paper. 

“We publish to-day with much pleasure the Report of the Female Mite 
Society of Baltimore. It is an interesting document, and will well reward 
the labor of perusal. The members of that Society, we have no doubt, will 
receive that patronage to which they are so justly entiiled. 

“The exertions now making for the advancement of the kingdom of our 
Redeemer, have been, in a most remarkable degree, followed by divine bene- 
dictions. It is too late in the day to pronounce the eff rts making for the con- 
version of savages, the exertions of dreaming enthusias's. Such has indeed 
been the language; but when we see the brown Indian, and the sable Ethiopian, 
renouncing tleir idols, and kneeling with our missionaries, at the feet of the 
cross, we know, that the assertion is false.” 


From the Report we publish such an abstract as our limits will permit. 

“Although the Board of Managers cannot, in the discharge of this their 
annual duty, give a detail of transactions equally extensive with those of many 
other associations for charitable purposes, yet they desire to adore that good 
and gracious God, who first excited in them the wish to be useful, and who has, 
in infinite mercy, Crowned their weak endeavors with such success, as to au- 
thorize a reasonable hope, that this Society may be made the means in his 
hands, of rescuing some fellow mortal from the horrors of heathenism, idola- 
try, and superstition.” 

The amount of monies collected the year past, was $299 50. 

‘The Committee next proceed to notice a letter from the missionaries in Cey- 
lon to the Rev. Dr. Worcester,* on the subject of educating children in the 
mission families; also a letter written by Dr. Worcester to the Secretary of the 
Society, in answer to a communication making inquiries on this subject. 

The Society have agreed to support 20 children at Batticotta, who are to be 
cailed by the following names: James Kemp, George Dashiell, Lewis Richards, 
John Mason Duncan, James Inglis, John P. K. Henshaw, Francis Ashbury, John 
Johns, Thomas Reed, Thomas Spencer, Heury Kirke White, Elias Cornelius, 
David Brainerd, Edward Warren, Harriet Newell, Martha Ramsay, Isabelta 
Graham, Anna Kent, Julia Ann Henshaw, Maria Montgomery. 

The principal officers of the Society for the ensuing year are, 

Mrs. SANGER, President, 
Miss INGLIs, 7reasurer, 
Miss REsEcca RooKEr, Secretary. 


GRAHAM SOCIETY. 


Most of our readers are aware, that a Society of Ladies in Boston, having 
taken the name of the late Mrs. Graham, so justly distinguished for her benefi- 
cent activity, have for several years been engaged in the laudable work of fur- 
nishing necessary articles of clothing to indigent young men, who are preparing 
for the ministry. 

From the third annual report we select the following particulars. In the 
Course of the year past, the Socicty received $329 75, and various articles of 
Clothing, valued at $243 89. Of these receipts $469 95 were expended on 
thirty seven young men, most of whom are under the auspices of the Am. Ed. 
Society. The Report closed with the two following paragraphs: 


* See this Ietter in Pan. vol. xv. p. 338. 
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“Valuing, as we trust we do, the “opportunities of doing good to ail, espe. 
cially to those of the household of faith,’? we wish to offer no more forci)},. 
appeal to the heart of a Christian, nor ask other reward for ourselves, than we 
have in the animating assurance of our Lord when he says, ‘Inasmuch as y~ 
do it unto the least of one of these my brethren ye do it unto me.” 

‘‘We would glance at another powerful motive to exertion, the opening view 
of the wide dominion of the priuce of darkness Shall not his busy efforts tp 
maintain a firmer hold on tue hearts of men, enlist our money and our talents 
in the Redeemer’s service? And shall not every Christian soldier join in the 
general engagement, and unite in demolishing those strong holds, so vulnerable 
to the power of the Gospel? Surely with a leader such as ours, even the Lord 
of Hosts, we may venture with unshaken res. lution to the battle, confident that 
ultimately ‘‘the standard of the cross shall float triumphantly on the last citade| 
of the enemy.” Though a feeble few, and last and least in the ranks, and 
though our strength be but remotely and unobservedly exercised, yet we fircse 
Jorward with the Aumdle and thankful conviction, that we too may be instre- 
mental in ushering in ‘‘the latter day glory of the Church.” 


MISSION AT ELLIOT. 


[The following paragraphs are extracted from a letter, written by Mrs. Kingsbury, about 
three weeks after her arrival at the mission house. We print them not only for the 
tiformation of the public, but for the benefit of all, who may think of offering their servi. 
ces, as assistants in the great work of evangelizing the Indians. } 


“We reached this place on Monday, the first day of this month, [Feb. 1819] 
at 12 o’clock, in good health; and received a hearty welcome from the dear 
brethren and sisters. We were much fatigued; but after taking some refresh- 
ment, and recounting our joys and sorrows, we spent the evening in prayer. 
The circumstance of its being the monthly concert for prayer made it doubly 
interesting to us all. 

“The local situation of Elliot is very pleasant. The mission buildings are on 
arise of ground. About 30 rods distant is a small creek. We are two miles 
from the Yalo Busha river. 

“The Indi.ns appear invariably kind, and anxious to have the school in oper- 
ation. I f.el much more interested for this people since coming among them, 
than I ever did before. The women and children are naturally amiable, and 
desirous of instruction. I cannot but think, that the Lord has some chosen «nes 
here, whom he is soon to bring into his kingdom. On the Sabbath, about 50 per- 
sons, including our own family, attend public worship in our house. 

“Our mode of living and food are very plain and simple. The greatest econ- 
omy and industry are practised; yct our expenses are necessarily great. I hupe 
the Christian public will not be weary in well-doing. 

“I think, my dear Marv, that very few persons, who have not been on mis- 
sionary ground, form a correctopinion of the qualifications requisite for a female 
assistant missionary, especially among the Indians. 1 thought, and still think, I 
had some idea of what was necessary, although I was sensible I fell far short of 
what I ought to be, for such an important’station. I could not have a better 
school for improvement in this particular, than I now enjoy. I have not room, in 
this letter, to say all 1 wish or think on the subject; but will add a few words. 

“All will acknowledge, that ardent piety is the first and most important qual- 
ification: but this is not all. That they may be useful, assistant mis:ionai ics, must 
be acquainted with all domestic affairs, apt to teach, exemplary in their daily 
conduct, industrious, economical, so humble, as to be ready to wash the disciples 
feet, and-have a perfect command of their feelings. Indeed, if they are not per- 
fect, they must be going on fo fierfeciion. Now, my friend, though I fall short 
in almost all these things, am happy; and assure you, that I never enjoyed 
greater peace of mind in my life. Ali the sisters, that are able, work hard; but 
you know the sleep of a laboring person is sweet. No female ought to think of 
joining these establishments, who is not willingto work with her own hands. 
mention these things, not that I was disappointed in the least; but that others 
need not be. It will not do for any one to think of a genteel living in such 
a place.” 
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cts of a Letter from Mr. Fisk, to a friend in Holden, Mass. dated 
Extracts Y Elliot, Octcber 7, 1819, | he > igi 
«Tue Lord has dealt very kindly with me, notwithstanding all my ingratitude. 
[ have as yet enjoyed good health, which I hardly expected, coming, as I did, 
in the hottest weather. The climate here is not so much hotter than that of 
Massachusetts, as I expected; yet there is a more steady heat, and for some 
constitutions I think is not so healthy as at the north; yet some of our number 
enjoy better health, than before they came here, while their labor is much 
harder. Others are feeble; but I think a principal cause of this is hard labor, 
and the different manner of living. I have labored as I would not have been hired 
to do at Holden; but when I consider it is for the Lord, and for the building up 
of Christ’s kingdom, I can endure it most cheerfully. 

“J do not find time to visit Christian friends, as I used to do. Indeed we can 
hardly say, Christian friends, out of our own family; but we have some hope of 
two native females, that they have passed from death unto life. Some blacks 
appear scrious. I think I can truly say, we are surrounded with friends. The 
Indians place great confidence in us. Some have hinted. that they should take 
up arms to defend us from being driven away. ‘The most enlightened of them 
thirst for more knowledge; and, especially, desire that their children may be 
instructed. But they are almost entirely ignorant of the character of God, and 
of themselves. Nevertheless, what they have done for the support of schools, 
is far beyond all expectation; and, for the time, beyond all I have heard of 
otier heathen nation. This, I think, is a manifest token, that the Lord has 
much good in store for this people; while it also proves, that all hearts are in 
his hand; that the silver and the gold are his, and the cattle upon a thousaad 
hills. 

“Are there not many here for whom Christ died? And is not the way now 
opening to make him known uato them? The cry is, ‘‘Come from the north 
and help us.” And what heart, influenced by the Spirit of Christ, and consid- 
ering the worth of souls, does not burn to labor in such a field as this, already 
white to the harvest.” 


[ After describing the donations of the Choctaws for the support of the school, Mr. Fisk 
closes with an account of Mr. Williams’s sickness and death. The following is in a postscript. } 


“We have now a full blooded Choctaw on trial, as an apprentice to me. 
He is supposed to be 16 years old. His Indian name is, 4had-leen-tub-be, 
which in English means, ‘kick them and kill them.’ He and his friends are 
very willing that he should have an English name. Perhaps you may hint a 
name to be given him; while you also will pray, that his name may be written 
in the Lamb’s book of life.’’ 


Extracts from a letter tu the Treasurer, written by Mr. Kingsbury, and dated, 
Elliot, Jan. 4, 1820. 


“Dr. Prive will leave us for Natchez and New Orleans to-morrow. This 
journey has become necessary, in order to obtain money and supplies for another 
year. There is no otner way for us to live in this country, but to keep a year 
beforehand. You will perhaps be surprised, when I inform you, that I have this 
day drawn on you for $1,550,* in three different sums. It is not certain that all 
these will be negociated; but we shall endeavor to doit. The money must be 
had, if we continue our work. We are now considerably in arrears, and a great 
effort must be made to get beforehand. It is too expensive and troublesome 
for us to live here in debt. Gladly would I live on bread and water all the days 
of my life, if it would prevent drawing so much money. I am fully aware of 
the extended concerns of the Board, and of the great demands for other mis- 
sions. But if we think of keeping along in any measure, we must have supplies 
for the family;—and must obtain them on reasonable terms;—and must have 


* Mr. K. had not long before drawn for $1,500, and had received a remittance from the 
north of $1,000, 
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funds on which we can depend, to discharge the demands against us. W, 
expect considerable help from other quarters; but cannot depend upon it with 
certainty. Perhaps we have done wrong in taking so many scholars. But we can. 
not with safety diminish our school while our mission-family, exclusive of schol. 
ars, is so large. Except two or three that we have promised, we shall not 
enlarge the school, until we hear from the Board. Disappointment with respect 
to supplies and help has been a great cause of increasing our expenses, though | 
have always used the greatest possible exertions to keep them within reasonable 
bounds; and I am confident, that the temporal concerns of this mission are map- 
aged with economy. 

“Iam more and more convinced of the importance of my suggestion, that 
yourself, or some other agent of the Board, should occasionally visit the Western 
establishments. ‘They must be conducted on a system; and this should be fully 
understood by the Board.” 


The letter concludes by expressing, in an earnest and forcibie manner, the importance of 
having all assistant missionaries good men, affording efficient help, and able to en cheerful, 
ly aa constantly in hard labor. A postscript gives mformation, that Mr. and Mrs. K. were 
made the joyful parents of a fine sou, born Jan. 2d. } 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN WESTFIELD, OHIO. 


A LETTER from a clergyman in the northern part of Ohio, to the Editor of the 
Panoplist,. contains the following notice. 

“The Lord is making some places in this wilderness to bud and blossom as 
the rose. A revival of religion commenced in Westfield, about the first of 
December; and thirty or more have already been made the hopeful sybjects of 
divine grace. The work is still going on, and appears to be extending to the 
neighboring towns. May the Lord increase and spread it greatly. Probably 
you will be favored with a more particular account.” 


DONATION TO THE PALESTINE MISSION. 


Just as this number was about going to press, the Treasurer of the A. B, C.F. 
M. received the following letter from a venerable lady, the piace of whose 
residence he does not feel at liberty to mention. 


“DFaAR SIR, 

I ENCLOSE in this letter one hundred dollars for the mission to the Jews. It is 
what I promised, some years ago, to the first that should go from our happ: 
country, on that important business. The widow’s mite will, I hope, be accepte- 
ble, as it is given with a sincere desire to promote the happiness and conversion 
of God’s own highly favored people. All our missionaries wil! prosper, I hope; 
and be blessed with abundant success, May the spirit of the Highest rest upon 
them, and upon all, who love our Lord Jesus in sincerity, is the praver of you 
affectionate friend.” — 


ERRATA, 


A very unfortunate mistake of the press occurred, in our last number, at the close of 
the first half sheet, p. 8, by the omission of a few conéluding lines of a communication. 
‘These lines beginning with the sentence abruptly broken off, at the bottom of p, 8, are a 
follow: ‘When fatigued with a toilsome journey, he was as willing to instruct the ignorani 
. woman of Samaria, at the well, as the great assembly, at the feast of the passover. In the boa! 
with fishermen, or on shore amidst famishing multitudes,his divine compassion was ever ready 
to relieve their physical wants, and to inpart the bread of life to their souls. To his uniimited 
benevolence, it was 90 more an effort to associate with the humble and depressed, than to 
strip the veil of hypocrisy from the boasting Pharisees, or to silence the Jewish teachers is 
the temple. ay” 


In some copies of our last number, for my house, at the bottom of p. 39, read at my hovsts 
the word at having been puled out in the course of working off the impression. 

In our nuaber for December, p. 540, Jine 23 from top, for fredzuries read theadures. 

P. 542, line 21 trom top, for viscionus read ri cieus. 








